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EDITORIALS
FROM THE EDITOR

Time for
Changes

I

n this issue you will find some new formatting, and we trust
that it will contribute to your reading pleasure and finding
items which are of interest to you.
In a recent communication with one of our alumni, he stated,
“When I get the JOURNAL, the first section I turn to is ‘Alumni
Remembered.’ I want to find out who has preceded me to that
section of the JOURNAL.”
With the recent deaths of ELLSWORTH E. WAREHAM
’42, JOAN COGGIN ’53-A, and JAMES M. SLATER ’63
(see pages 48, 49, and 51), I began to wonder how many deaths
occur in our alumni family each year.“AT” Tuot, records coordinator
of the Alumni Association, faithfully records in the ALUMNI
DIRECTORY the deaths (from notices that we have received)
during the previous year. In the past seven years, we have received
notices for 484 deaths — an average of 69 per year, 23 per issue
of the JOURNAL, or one death from our alumni family every five
days. In each issue of the JOURNAL, we publish the short histories
that we receive, citing the usual information of birth, education,
practice information, accomplishments, death, and survivors, but
have you ever wondered what the “survivors” would write? I have
asked MARTIN E. WAREHAM ’77-A, WESLEY KIME
’53-A, and JERRY D. SLATER ’82 to communicate their
thoughts about some of our “alumni remembered” in this issue.
Being over the age of 70.5 years, the IRS requires that you
take a “required minimal distribution” from retirement funds. This
requires spending a bit of time perusing the “life expectancy” tables.
The eye opening figure of a statistical 10.4 more years gives one
pause for thought. I am not going to relate those thoughts, but if

HolbrookIndianSchool.org
some evening you are bored, peruse those tables for your own data.
Hopefully, having lived in a “Blue Zone” for the majority of my life
and having subscribed to its philosophy, perhaps the actuarial data
will be a little more lenient.
On another topic which is not as depressing as obituaries,
with this issue I will complete my time as editor of the ALUMNI
JOURNAL. For the last five years as editor, it has been a great pleasure to gain a broader perspective on the diversity of our alumni
and their accomplishments, to help inform our alumni family of
events related to the
School of Medicine
and the Alumni
WITH THIS ISSUE I WILL
COMPLETE MY TIME AS EDITOR Association, and
to work with a
OF THE ALUMNI JOURNAL
dedicated group of
alumni officers and
Alumni Association office staff. Having been associated in some
form or another with the old “Loma Linda San,” the Cloverleaf
Towers, the School of Medicine, and the Alumni Association for
over 60 years, it is time to involve someone with younger blood.
With my resignation, the Alumni Association has begun the search
process for a new editor.
Remember: “Life is a fatal trip,” but the journey can be challenging and should be fun.
May God bless everyone. n

HOW TO GET INVOLVED WITH THE ALUMNI JOURNAL
1

Communicate with us via: Letters to the editor | Feedback, comments, and
questions | Social media

2

Notify us of: Updates on life and career | In memoriam notices |
Changes of address

3

Contribute your: Best photographs of hobbies, travel, and career | Manuscripts
of stories, essays, and poems | Ideas for content, subjects, and themes
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Reach us at: Email: llusmaa@llu.edu | Phone: 909-558-4633 |
11245 Anderson St., Suite 200, Loma Linda, CA 92354

Burton A. Briggs ’66
Editor

P.O. BOX 910 HOLBROOK, AZ 86025
928.524.6845

We are HIS
Holbrook Indian School (HIS)

is a first- through twelfth-grade Christian
boarding school for Native American
youth, located in Holbrook, Arizona.
Many students come to HIS with
unimaginable challenges due to poverty,
abuse, drugs, and alcohol.
When you support HIS you are helping
Native children and youth receive an
education in a safe, nurturing
environment.
At HIS we are:
• Learning to trust again.
• Gaining hope for our future.
• Experiencing God’s love for us.
• Discovering that God has a plan and
purpose for our lives.
Please help us by making your gift today!

CORRECTION
In the article about B. LYN BEHRENS,
’63-AFF, in the September-December 2018
issue, we mistakenly referred to Loma Linda
University (LLU) in 1964 as the College of
Medical Evangelists (CME). CME officially
became LLU on July 1, 1961.
For more information about the ALUMNI
JOURNAL, advertising rates, and past issues, please
visit www.llusmaa.org/journal.

Providing a Safe Place for Native Children and Youth to Live, Learn, and Grow in Christ.

EDITORIALS
FROM THE PRESIDENT

Paying It
Forward

S

ixty years ago, I arrived at the College of Medical Evangelists,
sick with the measles, sweltering in the heat of a car with
no air conditioning, and in the care of two people working
hard to make ends meet and realize their hopes and dreams. In
large part thanks to the generosity of alumnus Dr. Malin and dean
Walter Clark, among others who provided interest-free loans, those
hopes and dreams were realized. With his wife, Margie, by his side,
HAROLD SCHUTTE ’62 graduated with a tremendous level
of gratitude and loyalty, not just to the institution but also to the
alumni of that institution, and a desire to“pay forward” the generosity
and kindness they had been shown. Their attitude to a large degree
influenced my decision to attend Loma Linda University (LLU)
(a chance for my parents to pay it forward!) and involve myself in
the Alumni Association, and it also led my daughter Madeleine to
choose LLU for her first college elective. Ours is not a unique story;
the family, friendship, and other legacies that are the framework of
our school and the Alumni Association are unsurpassed.
This past January, I was walking through town at the winter
orthopedic meeting when JON LINTHICUM ’03 and I crossed
paths. He introduced himself as a fellow graduate from Loma
Linda, and later we joined NATHAN CAFFERKY ’08. The
instant bond and camaraderie among the three of us was special
and typical in my experience of the relationship that exists between
our alumni. As we talked, I asked them what the most important
role the Alumni Association could play was, and their answer I
believe is important, especially for those alumni farther removed
from the nest: “Help us stay connected.”
These two stories and the relevant issues — connectedness at
all ages and the financial stress of medical school — create not only
a special opportunity but a mandate for the Alumni Association

to “make men/women whole,” starting within our own medical
school family and starting on day one of medical school. Medical
school debt is staggering, now approaching $200,000-$300,000
per person. Despite an onslaught of electronic communication, a
recent Cigna study noted that 47 percent of people reported feeling
alone or left out, and 13 percent said that there were zero people
who knew them well. Loneliness has been described by Surgeon
General Murthy as the number one health problem in the U.S.
with health effects greater than that of smoking or obesity. The
statistics regarding physicians, including medical students, are even
more concerning. Clinical signs of depression have been reported in
up to one-third of medical
students, probably in no
small part related to debt
AS ALUMNI, WE HAVE A
challenges.
UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY/
As alumni, we have
MANDATE TO MAKE
a
unique opportunity/
A DIFFERENCE IN THE
mandate to make a differLIVES OF OUR MEDICAL
ence
in the lives of our
SCHOOL FAMILY
medical school family. The
Alumni Association is
increasingly dedicated to finding meaningful and relevant ways to
support the students and graduates of the School of Medicine. We
have a very engaged board and staff and the potential to impact the
lives of people at a pivotal time in their lives. Our "pay it forward”
mantra is designed to create a template for relating to our fellow
alumni that creates an unending ripple effect. As we start this year,
please consider ways in which our Association and you, individually, can make a difference. n

How are you going to
leave your LEGACY?
Dr. Roland and Mrs. Priscilla Lonser are leaving their legacy with a gift
from their IRA account. Their legacy gift will benefit future students by
designating it for scholarship funds, the alumni association and more.

H. Del Schutte ’84
Alumni Association President

”Everyone gives for different reasons. We benefited from my education at
Loma Linda University and wanted to show our appreciation to the school
in recognition of what they did for us.” – Dr. Roland Lonser

To learn how you can give from your IRA account or about
establishing a Planned Gift, visit llulegacy.org or call 909-558-4553.
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MANY STRENGTHS. ONE MISSION.

EDITORIALS
FROM THE DEAN
EDITOR

Filled with
Gratitude

A

s I write my last dean’s page editorial for the ALUMNI
JOURNAL, I am filled with gratitude to God for His
unfailing guidance of the School of Medicine and to
each of you who have supported the school in various tangible and
intangible ways.
Thank you to the scores of alumni who, without hesitation,
agreed to open their homes to host nearby fellow graduates and
allowed me the opportunity to give updates on our alma mater.
Thank you to every
alumnus who has
embodied spirituallyAND FINALLY, THANK YOU
based and empathetic
TO THE ALUMNI TO WHOM I
patient care. These
HAVE GIVEN A DIPLOMA FOR
truly are the hallmarks
THE PAST 16 GRADUATIONS
of a Loma Linda
physician.
Thank you to the hundreds of alumni who contributed
compelling and personal stories to Morning, Evening, and (soon to
be released) Grand Rounds, sharing how God affected your lives.
These stories tell more about the 110-year history and mission of
Loma Linda University School of Medicine (LLUSM) than any
dispassionate treatise by a hired scholar.
Thank you to the alumni who have supported and continue
to support your local church schools and Seventh-day Adventist
colleges. Through these schools, coupled with your personal
interest in students, you have helped mentor many into the next
generation of Loma Linda physicians.
Thank you to the alumni and LLU Medical Auxiliary who
support student scholarships and overseas missions. Our mission
work, both here and abroad, is what LLUSM has always done
better than any other medical school in North America. To those

NEWS
THIS AND THAT

of you who have served or are currently serving the disadvantaged,
thank you.
Thank you to the alumni who chose to return to their alma mater
and commit themselves unselfishly to assure the development of
the next generation of LLUSM graduates.
Thank you to the Alumni Association who has for more than
90 years kept the alumni engaged with each other and provided an
annual postgraduate convention where alumni could return “home”
to renew friendships through social, spiritual, and educational
programs.
Thank you to those of you who have given unselfishly of your
resources. It is only through your generosity and your sincere desire
to “give back” to your school that the students have an optimal
environment in which to learn.
Thank you to the alumnae, who had the courage and competency
to mentor others as they entered into what had been a maledominated profession for decades. Your perseverance paid off, and
your contributions have been remarkably positive.
Thank you to the alumni of color who peacefully and justly
taught us the importance of culture and understanding. You
showed us how to embrace the mosaic of humanity and be aware
that we all hurt the same when not respected.
Thank you to the LGBTQ+ students and alumni. Many of you
sat quietly, unsure of whether this was a friendly environment for
you. In broadening our perspectives on life and love, the pride you
demonstrated in being yourselves truly embodied our mission to
serve all humankind.
And finally, thank you to the alumni to whom I have given a
diploma for the past 16 graduations. You have allowed me to
experience the most rewarding job on Earth. n

2019-2020 Alumni Association Officers

H. DEL SCHUTTE ’84
President

DEBRA L.
STOTTLEMYER ’86
President-elect

School of Medicine Dean

Meet the newest members of
the Alumni Association Board of
Directors. The Alumni Association is
grateful for their involvement and
service to this organization.

GEORGE H. PETTI ’62
specialized in ENT head and neck
surgery and is recently retired. He
served on the board of directors at
Manhattan Eye, Ear, and Throat
Hospital (1971-1975), affiliate of
Cornell University.

DONNA L. CARLSON ’69
is a retired pediatrician and an
appellate court attorney. She is
a past president of the Alumni
Association and has also served
on multiple councils.

ELMAR P. SAKALA ’73-B is
professor of obstetrics and gynecology at LLUSM. He has been
a faculty member for 40 years and
practices maternal-fetal medicine.

JAMES J. COUPERUS ’67 is
retired after more than 40 years on
the LLUSM faculty. In addition to
his clinical activities in infectious
diseases, he served in a variety of
administrative positions.

MARCUS W. HEISLER ’14
practices inpatient and outpatient
family medicine in rural southwest Washington. He is an active
volunteer at a local free clinic.
TORREY A. LAACK ’99
is a consultant in the department of emergency medicine
at Mayo Clinic. He is medical
co-director of the Mayo Clinic
Multidisciplinary
Simulation
Center and chair of the Mayo Clinic Emergency
Medicine Peer Review Committee.
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JESSE DOVICH ’03
Assistant Finance

New Board of Directors Members

GREGORY D. DIETRICH
’92 has lived and practiced orthopedics in Lewiston, Idaho, for
nearly 21 years. His subspecialty
and clinical focus is spinal surgery.

H. Roger Hadley ’74

JON R.
KATTENHORN ’74
Chief Finance

RANDELL S. SKAU ’82 is
chairman of the department of
surgery at Oroville Hospital. He
has a passion for missions and
medical education and spent 10
years in overseas mission service,
helping to establish a family medicine residency
program in Nigeria.
CHERYL TAN-JACOBSON
’85 has been working as a general
pediatrician in Covington, WA,
for 30 years. She also serves as an
elder and worship leader at her
church.
MARILENE B. WANG ’86 is
professor of head and neck surgery
at UCLA David Geffen School
of Medicine and an attending
surgeon at the VA Greater Los
Angeles Healthcare System.
DAVID L. WOOD ’80-B
practices orthopedic surgery in
the Inland Empire. He serves
on the board of the California
Orthopedic Association.

STEVEN HERBER ’86
Secretary/Vice President
of Spiritual Affairs

TAMARA THOMAS ’86
Past President

2019-2020
Board of Directors
*Paul K. Aka ’86, Holding Fund
Mark J. Bolton ’94
Donna L. Carlson ’69
Donald S. Chang ’92
*Calvin Chuang, Executive Director
James J. Couperus ’67
David H. Creamer ’04, APC Chair
Jeremy K. Deisch ’06
Gregory D. Dietrich ’92
*H. Roger Hadley ’74, LLUSM Dean
*Richard H. Hart ’70, LLU President
Anton N. Hasso ’67, Fundraising Chair
Marcus W. Heisler ’14
Steven W. Hildebrand ’80, Missions Co-chair
Steven E. Hodgkin ’90
Jenny Jaque-Tomlin ’04, Media Chair
Erica L. Kinne ’08
Torrey A. Laack ’99
Takkin Lo ’86
Barbara C. McKinney ’88
Gina J. Mohr ’96, Student Affairs Chair
Kerby C. Oberg ’91
George H. Petti ’62
Wesley Phipatanakul ’98
Tiffany C. Priester ’04, Missions Co-chair
*Barth B. Riedel ’05, Neufeld Society
Elmar P. Sakala ’73-B
Robert D. Sibley ’69
Randell S. Skau ’82
Daniel P. Srikureja ’10
Wichit Srikureja ’97
Cheryl Tan-Jacobson ’85
Sonja W. Tang ’94
Joseph Verska ’87
Marilene B. Wang ’86
Rebekah M. Wang-Cheng ’78-B
Stephen K. Waterbrook ’04
Hubert C. Watkins ’62
Shane K. Williams ’02
David L. Wood ’80-B
Nanette E. Wuchenich ’78-A
*Alice Y. Yeo, Medical Auxiliary
*Ex-officio
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NEWS
THE STUDENT FUND

Staff Update: New Video and Photo Specialist
Jonathan Davidson
is the most recent staff
member to join the
Alumni Association
office. As of December
2018, he has served as
the video and photo
specialist. In addition to creating media
for the Alumni Association, Jonathan
will be working with the School of
Medicine to help with its video and
photography needs.
Jonathan was born in the Loma Linda
University Medical Center and grew up

in Loma Linda. He now lives in Redlands
with his wife, Ally, and golden retriever,
Koda. He and Ally enjoy camping,
mountain biking, skiing, traveling, and
trying new vegan restaurants together.
He has connections to the Association
via his father-in-law, DAVID L.
WOOD ’80, and his godmother,
INGRID K. BLOMQUIST ’81.
Before
joining
the
Alumni
Association team, Jonathan worked for
more than five years as a development
officer at La Sierra University. While at
La Sierra, he took classes in the depart-

New Holding Fund Board
of Directors Members
Meet the newest members of the Holding
Fund Board of Directors.
ROLAND E. LONSER ’67 is a retired pathologist after 30 years of service at AMITA Health
Adventist Medical Center and 12 years at LLUH.
He is currently the medical archivist for the
department of pathology and part-time professor
of the LLU pathologists' assistant program.
SAMUEL S. PAW ’62 practices internal
medicine in Redlands and volunteers at a local
clinic. He previously served as assistant chief of
internal medicine, director of utilization management, and medical director of the observation
unit at Kaiser Fontana Hospital.

2019-2020 Holding Fund
Board of Directors
Paul K. Aka ’86, President
James D. Anholm ’76-B, Past President
Mark J. Bolton ’94, President-elect
*Jesse Dovich ’03
*Jon R. Kattenhorn ’74
Roland E. Lonser ’67
Samuel S. Paw ’62
*H. Del Schutte ’84
*Debra L. Stottlemyer ’86
Prasit B. Vassantachart ’85, Secretary
*Ex-officio
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2

ment of film and television production,
where he discovered a passion for filmmaking and photography. He started
making advancement films for La Sierra
University and shooting freelance architectural photography. He soon realized
that he wanted to create images full time.
Jonathan is also passionate about
writing. He expects to graduate from
Seton Hill University in June 2019 with
a Master of Fine Arts degree in writing
popular fiction. He is currently finishing
revisions on his thesis novel, which will
be his third book. n

3
(1) Students attend a lecture
on debt repayment strategies
at Senior Seminar.

1

(3) The book "The Whitecoat
Investor" by James M. Dahle
as well as mugs listing
the names of the members
of the class of 2019 were
provided by The Student Fund
at Senior Seminar.

Staff Update:
New Assistant
Editor of ALUMNI
JOURNAL
Christina Lee has joined the Alumni Association staff as
the new assistant editor of the ALUMNI JOURNAL. Since
September 2018, Christina has produced two issues of the
JOURNAL. She also helps with website and social media
management, photography, and APC preparations.
Christina was born and raised in Georgia, and she earned
her degree in journalism from the University of Georgia. She
started her career in journalism as a page designer for a daily
newspaper publication and eventually worked her way up to
the position of chief copy and design editor. She then decided
to explore other career options and went on to earn a master’s
degree in education. She taught English for over eight years at
various universities and institutes—in the U.S. and abroad—
until she decided to come back to the field of journalism by
joining the ALUMNI JOURNAL editorial team.
Having many friends and family in Loma Linda, Christina is
very familiar with Loma Linda University (LLU) and its culture.
She says she is excited to be a part of the LLU School of Medicine
Alumni Association and hopes to learn more about this community and develop a deeper connection with its members.
Christina enjoys playing tennis, watching musicals, and
eating out with friends. She also loves to travel and has visited
many places around the world. n

(2) Students attending
Senior Seminar wait in line
to receive lunch provided by
The Student Fund.

(4) A panel of fourth-year
medical students answer
questions during the "Strolling
Through the Match" event.

4

(5) Third-year medical
students get ready to learn
about the Match and how to
prepare for it.

5

2019 Senior Seminar and Strolling Through the Match
The Student Fund sponsored two events
in March to help the School of Medicine
students prepare for their futures.
Senior Seminar dealt with topics such as
debt repayment strategies, how to be a good
intern, how to work with lawyers, and how
to save and invest money. Students said that
the lectures were filled with “super important
information” and that they “learned a lot
about things that will definitely help us down
the road.” A student pointed out that many in
the class would receive their first real income

upon starting residency and that the information learned in Senior Seminar would be
invaluable for managing it.
During this event, The Student Fund
provided lunch, the book “The Whitecoat
Investor” by James M. Dahle, and mugs that
feature the Alumni Association logo and list
every member of the class of 2019. To view a
short video about this year’s Senior Seminar,
visit youtu.be/srXC14AeNss.
Third-year students experienced “Strolling
Through the Match.” It is an event that

explains how the Match works and provides
strategies for how to prepare for it. A panel
of fourth-year students who had recently
matched were on hand to answer questions.
The Alumni Association worked with the
Student Affairs Council to provide snacks
and the guidebook “Strolling Through the
Match.” Students thanked the sponsors
for providing information about such an
important day. To see a short video about this
year’s Strolling Through the Match event,
visit youtu.be/goyrXB0fEps. n

THE STUDENT FUND is a branch of the Student Affairs Council and part of the Alumni Association, LLUSM. Its activities are financed
by your contributions and greatly appreciated by LLU medical students. For more information or to make a donation, please contact the Alumni
Association at 909-558-4633 or LLUSMAA@LLU.EDU.
Spring 2019 | 9
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Under the Leadership of Vi Dinh, MD, LLUSM
Revolutionizes the Use of Ultrasound
Seven years ago, Vi Dinh, MD, was
tasked with creating an ultrasound
curriculum for the medical school that
would train students to use ultrasound
at a patient’s bedside. Point-of-care
ultrasound was developed as a result.
Dr. Dinh took a familiar instrument
and broadened its use, making clinicians and students
more efficient when diagnosing patients with conditions
such as congestive heart failure, COPD, pneumothorax,
gallstones, and kidney obstruction. In his curriculum, the
ultrasound is used in conjunction with the physical exam
on patients. Dr. Dinh published a study showing first-year
medical students increased their ability to do physical
exams by about 15 percent when used in conjunction with
point-of-care ultrasound. He also expressed that answers
to questions about common clinical conditions could be
ascertained in about a minute or less when trained properly.

FOLLOW THE
SCHOOL OF
MEDICINE
ONLINE

CLIFTON D. REEVES ’60 Retires From Department
of Surgery After 53 Years of Distinguished Service

facebook.com/
llumedschool

@LLUMedSchool

@RogerHadley
STUDENT BLOG:
llu.edu/llusmblog
WEBSITE:
medicine.llu.edu

School of Medicine
News is developed
by Kristen Hwang,
communications
coordinator at the
School of Medicine.
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“Advances in recent technology have allowed ultrasound to go from being large bulky machines to now being
able to fit in the clinician’s pocket and carried in their
hands,” Dr. Dinh said.
Dr. Dinh has published multiple research articles to
evaluate and corroborate the effectiveness of this method
and has established national milestones for undergraduate ultrasound training, making him one of the leading
experts for the nation.
“By the time our students graduate, they are proficient in
the use of ultrasound to diagnose common clinical scenarios,”
he said. “In fact, we have had graduates selected for their residency with the intention that they can train their residency
cohort on the use of point-of-care ultrasound in this capacity.”
LLUSM is one of 36 medical schools in the U.S. to have
some form of ultrasound training and one of only five to have
training interwoven into all four years of the curriculum.
“Do the right thing; do ultrasounds!” Dr. Dinh said. n

Mark E. Reeves ’92 (left) and Clifton D. Reeves ’60

Attending physicians, residents, friends, and family of
CLIFTON D. REEVES ’60 (LLUSMAA president
1983-1984) gathered on August 22, 2018, to celebrate
Dr. Reeves’ 53 years of service at Loma Linda University
Health. Many recounted the impact Dr. Reeves had on their
careers and lives as a mentor, teacher, and fellow colleague.
“When true surgical icons are done with their careers,
it is not one person leaving, and the place is now empty.

Rather, there are many younger colleagues who carry on the
mission,” said his son MARK E. REEVES, PHD, ’92,
Cancer Center director. “So as Dr. Reeves comes to the end
of his long surgical career, he leaves this institution, and each
of us personally, infinitely better off than before he was here.”
After three years of residency at White Memorial
Medical Center and a thoracic fellowship at City of Hope
National Medical Center, the elder Reeves became the first
surgery resident to come from the Los Angeles campus
when the School of Medicine consolidated in Loma Linda.
Dr. Reeves then became the first chief resident at Riverside
General Hospital, now Riverside University Medical Center,
where he spent 25 years as the chief of surgery and 35 years
in total. From Riverside, he moved to the Loma Linda VA.
Dr. Reeves is distinguished not only by his 53 years
of clinical surgery but by his legacy as a surgical educator.
H. ROGER HADLEY ’74 noted that “Cliff Reeves is
Loma Linda’s greatest surgical teacher.” He has trained
more than 1,300 medical students and 1,000 surgical
residents — including Dr. Hadley. He also served as the
chair of the School of Medicine admissions committee for
more than two decades. n

SAC Health System Names SM Graduates as CEO and CMO

Jason Lohr ’01 and Bonnie Chi-Lum, MPH, ’91

Two School of Medicine graduates and
current faculty members, JASON LOHR ’01
and BONNIE CHI-LUM, MPH, ’91 have
been chosen to lead the SAC Health System
based in San Bernardino. Dr. Lohr will serve
as CEO, and Dr. Chi-Lum will serve as CMO.
SACHS is one of the nation’s largest Federally
Qualified Health Centers (FQHC) and is the
largest Teaching Health Center.
More than 27,000 patients receive health

Faculty Help LLUH Achieve Stage 7
Designation for EMR Model
On Tuesday, September 25, 2018, a team
representing the Healthcare Information and
Management Systems Society (HIMSS)
completed their evaluation of Loma Linda
University Health (LLUH). They were
specifically judging whether LLUH achieved
the highest level, Stage 7, for the Outpatient
Electronic Medical Record Adoption Model
(O-EMRAM). This designation is awarded to
institutions that are able to implement and use
information technology to advance patient care
and operational efficiencies. At the end of the
site visit, the reviewer summarized their overall
impression by stating that it was a “no brainer”
that LLUH met the criteria for Stage 7.
Many faculty were involved in the site visit.
During the introductory and case presentations, ANTHONY A. HILLIARD ’02,
FRANCIS D. CHAN ’94, and TODD
MARTELL ’90 gave an overview of

LLUH’s mission and approach to patients as
well as how Epic tools such as Fast Pass and
dashboards have been used to improve access
and monitor patient quality measures.
The HIMSS survey team also visited
several outpatient sites and interacted with
many LLUH physicians. The HIMSS team
remarked that LLUH physicians are doing a
great job using the existing tools, and they were
impressed by everyone’s knowledge of how to
make improvement requests. One HIMSS
surveyor said she felt that the providers were
confident that their voice was being heard in
the design of electronic workflows.
In November 2017, LLUH attained
the Stage 7 designation on the Inpatient
EMRAM. This elite dual designation of
Stage 7 for both inpatient and outpatient sites
is shared by only twenty-five other academic
health care organizations in the U.S. n

care through SACHS, where 200 attending
physicians provide primary and specialty care.
Approximately 90 percent of patients are
covered by Medi-Cal, and more than 97 percent
of patients are at or below 200 percent of the
federal poverty line. There are four clinic sites,
including the new clinic in Indio, that employ
more than 300 people. Loma Linda University
residents and medical students also have the
opportunity to learn at the clinic sites. n

U.S. News & World
Report: Outstanding
Departments at
LLUMC
Loma Linda University
Medical Center was recognized
as a Best Hospital for 2018-19
by U.S. News & World Report in
early August of last year. Once
again, the Medical Center was
rated as the No. 1 hospital in
the Riverside-San Bernardino
metro area and as the 18th best
hospital in California.
Five departments were
recognized for their outstanding
work, with the department
of gynecology and obstetrics
receiving national recognition.

National Ranking:
#30 Gynecology

High Performing Specialties:
Gastroenterology and GI Surgery
Neurology and Neurosurgery
Orthopedics
Urology

High Performing Specialties:
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Repair
Colon Cancer Surgery
Heart Failure
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What’s new? Have you accomplished
something of which you are proud? Have you
received an award? Served overseas recently?
Want to simply update us on your life? Email
us at llusmaa@llu.edu.

1970s
WILLIAM H. MCGHEE ’72, professor of psychiatry at Loma Linda
University, was invited by Dr. Rizwan Taj, chairman of psychiatry at the
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (PIMS), to speak to a group of
health care professionals during a two-day seminar on suicide, depression,
nicotine dependence, and ethics.
The number of suicides is continuously on the rise, especially among
young people, and at the same time, suicide is an under-researched topic in Pakistan, while
basic epidemiological data on national rates are not known as various legal, social, and religious
factors make it difficult to collect data and report accurately. Dr. McGhee, along with several
other foreign speakers, emphasized the application of core ethical principles of bioethics in
medical practice. Through this seminar, the executive director of PIMS, Dr. Amjad Mehmood,
said he looks forward to the improvement and enhancement of mental health services.

2000s
JASON D. BRAYLEY ’01 did not expect to become a physician for the
NBA’s Sacramento Kings when he applied to become chief of sports medicine for Kaiser Permanente in Sacramento. About a month after Dr. Brayley
started his new job, he was asked by his boss to become a Kings’ team doctor.
Dr. Brayley is one of two physicians who regularly attend home games
and is responsible for the care of the Kings, the visiting team, referees,
and other staff. If a medical issue arises before, during, or after a game, he is available to
attend to the matter as needed. He also acts as the Kings’ primary care doctor, advising and
treating players and their families when they have medical needs — whether it is dealing
with the flu, stomach ailments, infections, or other issues.
Dr. Brayley completed a sports medicine fellowship at Ohio’s Cleveland Clinic — the health
care provider for the Cleveland Cavaliers. Working under team doctors for a year allowed him
to gain the experience and understanding of the requirements of being an NBA physician.
He also volunteered as doctor for a cycling team, further expanding his experience in caring
for professional athletes. Dr. Brayley says he has made many decisions based on leaps of faith,
and he believes he has been led every step of the way to where he is today. (Source: LLU News)
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2010s
SARAH AVEDSCHMIDT ’13 read an
email from a colleague August 2018 stating
there was an urgent need for forensic pathologists to assist with the performance of autopsies in Puerto Rico. Having just finished her
forensic pathology fellowship, she was eager
to apply her skills and to put all of the years of
school to work in a meaningful way.
Dr. Avedschmidt began medical school
in 2009 in Caguas, Puerto Rico. She enjoyed
living on a vibrant Caribbean island while
studying medicine and practicing Spanish.
This all came to an end in October of her
junior year. She, along with 275 other
students, was left stranded after being notified that the Liaison Committee on Medical
Education (LCME) had withdrawn their
U.S. accreditation. This was devastating for
the students, who could no longer apply to
residency programs in the U.S. or sit for the
board exams needed to graduate.

After a week of contacting nearly
every medical school in the nation, a few
schools decided to open up spots for the
displaced students, and they began the
application process all over again. Loma
Linda University was the first school to
offer a decision, and with three days’ notice,
Dr. Avedschmidt moved to Loma Linda to
finish the medical degree she had started.
Dr. Avedschmidt graduated from Loma
Linda University School of Medicine in the
class of 2013 and completed an anatomic
and clinical pathology residency as well
as a forensic pathology fellowship at the
University of Michigan. When she heard
about the opportunity to work in Puerto
Rico after a hurricane that had shattered
the island less than a year before, she could
not have been more excited. Twelve weeks
pregnant, she packed her bags, and with her
18-month-old son she set off for the island.

HOWARD V. GIMBEL ’60 Becomes
Appointed to the Order of Canada
HOWARD V. GIMBEL ’60 was invited to Ottawa, the
capital city of Canada, to be invested Nov. 20, 2018, by
the nation's Governor General into the prestigious Order
of Canada. The Order of Canada is one of the country's
highest honors. It recognizes outstanding achievement,
dedication to the community, and service to the nation.
Dr. Gimbel has made pioneering
contributions to the field of eye care. An
ophthalmologist, he developed innovative techniques, notably in cataract
surgery, that have improved outcomes for

patients and set new standards worldwide. Moreover, his Calgary Alberta
clinic was the first to introduce laser
refractive eye surgery in Canada, a service
that has revolutionized vision correction.

In September 2018, Dr. Avedschmidt
spent four weeks in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
performing autopsies. A team of forensic
pathologists, autopsy technicians, photographers, medical transcriptionists, and translators worked together to aid the island in its
time of need. It was the first time that she had
been back to Puerto Rico since she left in 2011
for Loma Linda. One of the highlights of the
trip was being able to go back and visit the
medical school that she had left so abruptly.
Loma Linda University and its team of
faculty and staff that aided in the merging
of 11 displaced Puerto Rican students to
their medical school had set an example of
the Good Samaritan. The Good Samaritan
sculpture that Dr. Avedschmidt walked by
daily while on campus was a reminder of
the kindness that the school showed her
and a reminder of the kind of physician that
she hoped to emulate in the future. n

The author of
bestselling textbooks,
he remains committed
to sharing his expertise as a teacher in
Canada and abroad, as
well as through his live surgery broadcasts, YouTube training videos, and
speaking engagements.
Dr. Gimbel was formerly inducted
into the Alberta Order of Excellence
(1992), an honor bestowed by the
government of the Province of Alberta.
For several years (2000-2014)
Dr. Gimbel was chair of the department of ophthalmology at Loma Linda
University, traveling back and forth
between Southern California and his
practice in Calgary, Alberta. n
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2019 AIMS Awardees
At the AIMS Symposium on Saturday, March 2, TAWNYA M. CONSTANTINO ’94 and
ROBERT R. WRESCH ’69 received the Alumni in Mission Service Award. They were
honored for their dedication and service in the global mission field.

TAWNYA M. CONSTANTINO ’94

ROBERT R. WRESCH ’69

After earning her medical degree,
Dr. Constantino completed her internship and neurology residency at the
University of Utah, where she also went
on to complete a clinical neurophysiology
fellowship. She is an epileptologist and has
been the medical director of the epilepsy
program at Intermountain Medical Center for the past nine
years. In July 2018, she moved from being medical director
of the epilepsy program to becoming associate medical
director of Community Based Neurology.
Dr. Constantino began taking medical and dental
mission teams to Haiti in 2009 and eventually started an
epilepsy clinic at Haiti Adventist Hospital in 2017. She
also worked with the Haitian and U.S. officials to get 117
children who were in the adoption process transported to
the U.S. and united with their adoptive families after the
large earthquake in 2010. Dr. Constantino and her husband,
Greg, currently reside in Salt Lake City, Utah, and they have
four children, two biological and two adopted.

Upon completing medical school,
Dr. Wresch did a rotating internship
and a year of general surgery at Kettering
Memorial Hospital, where he met and
married his wife, Eunice. He worked as
a missionary physician in Malawi for a
few years and then eventually returned to
Loma Linda to pursue an ophthalmology residency, during
which his two children, KEITH ’02 and Alysia, were
born. After completing his training, he became chief of the
ophthalmology department at the VA Hospital.
In 1980, Dr. Wresch returned to Africa with his family
and served at Maluti Adventist Hospital for nine years. He
then moved to Guam and has been an ophthalmologist for
the Guam SDA Clinic for 28 years. When his wife passed
away from a brain tumor, he was in mourning for several
years but was able to find happiness again with his current
wife, Betty Jo. Dr. Wresch has done an extensive amount of
mission work throughout his life, and he finds great joy in
being able to serve God. n

Lawrence K. Loo, MD, vice chair for education and faculty development at Loma Linda University Health, gives his presentation "The Science (and
Illusions) of Learning" on Friday, March 1, at the 87th Annual Postgraduate Convention.

APC 2019 in Review
MARCH 1–4, 2019

BY DAVID H. CREAMER ’04, AP C COUNCIL CHAIR

T
(Left) STEVEN W. HILDEBRAND ’80-A greets TAWNYA M. CONSTANTINO ’94 at the AIMS Symposium during APC weekend.
(Right) ROBERT R. WRESCH ’69 (center) accepts the AIMS Award from TIFFANY C. PRIESTER ’04 (left) and Dr. Hildebrand.
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his year’s Annual Postgraduate Convention (APC)
was truly exciting. For the first time in 87 years,
we offered livestreaming services for the main
lectures. This means that even if some could not attend, they
could still watch the lectures online, truly a remarkable way
to continue to stay connected to Loma Linda University
(LLU) and earn CME credit at the same time. For all
those who could not attend APC this year due to a conflict,
livestreaming will be available again next year, so everyone
can register and enjoy the highly talented physician speakers
at APC from wherever you are.
Another new aspect of this year’s APC was a student
art auction, which allowed the current medical students
to showcase their work and generate donations for many

charitable causes. Students also demonstrated their talent
during the APC Gala, an event where we honor hardworking
graduates every year for their service to the mission of LLU.
The poster session was also a success, allowing
the students and residents to present their hard work
contributing to the world of both fundamental and clinical
science research. This year we offered CME credit for this
part of the convention, another first for APC.
With all of these new and exciting features of APC along
with the Homecoming worship services, haystack lunch,
pancake feed, and mission vespers, there was so much that
the weekend had to offer. I would like to invite each and
every one of you to next year’s APC so that you too can
participate in this incredible weekend. n
Spring 2019 | 15
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CLASS REUNIONS

SILVER YEAR HONORED CLASS: Class of 1994 | 25th Anniversary

GOLD YEAR HONORED CLASS: Class of 1969 | 50th Anniversary

STANDING (all from left):
1. Rodney C. Kang
2. Arthur R. Cushman
3. Clifford D. Friesen
4. Paul G. Johnson
5. Warren R. Peters
6. William H. Willis
7. Frederick J. Myers
8. Robert David Sibley
9. Lester N. Wright

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

John C. Henriques
Kenneth W. Hart
John Lawrence Fleming
Robert J. Wagner
Douglas A. Ziprick
Richard A. Hansen
Matthew S. Tan
H. Joann Vipond

Class of 1959

STANDING (all from left):
1. Richard A. Jensen
2. Evert Stanley Ray
3. DeWayne E. Caviness
4. James R. McKinney
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SITTING, BACK ROW:
18. Donna L. Carlson
19. Robert E. Haglund
20. Keith E. Georgeson
21. Michael W. Cater
22. Robert R. Wresch
23. Rhett B. Nelson
24. Stephen O. Berthelsen
25. Per-Arne Dovre
26. Donald W. Herrmann

27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Vernon E. Barton
Sid R. Kettner
Grant R. Masaoka
Arthur Wesley Olson
Michael G. Bower

SITTING, FRONT ROW:
32. Arthur Kong
33. Cleo E. Dymott
34. Philip Harold Wallar

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.

Marian A. Fedak
Eng C. Saw
James R. Cruise
Robert D. Lang
Ronald L. Case
Loren D. Cooper
David E. Wilson
Eden L. Smith
Chokchuang Chutinaton
William C. Patton

Class of 1984

SITTING:
5. Setty E. Porco
6. Charles Gordon Hale
7. James A. Gooch
8. Ralph O. Boyd

STANDING (all from left):
1. Bruce A. Hayton
2. William O. Wheeler
3. Randal E. Schafer
4. Kathryn L. Hayes
5. John N. Klim

ON STAIRS (all from left):
1. Yong S. Tan
2. Edmund M. Bagingito
3. David T. Yang
4. Roselie A. Bauman
5. Mark J. Bolton
6. Doug S. Plata
7. John D. Verzosa

8. Angeline St. Clair Devitt
9. Anthony M. Inae (on
10.
11.
12.
13.

shoulders)
Lori L. Vanyo (below
Anthony M. Inae)
Melissa Y. Kidder
Sandra Abraham-Hebert
Jeff T. Grange

Class of 1979-A

6. R. Lawrence Vercio
7. Ronald B. Johnson
SITTING:
8. Paul D. Lui
9. Russell L. Dounies

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Mark L. Nystrom
Esther U. Won
Kevin R. Clay
Timothy J. Killeen
Ricardo Peverini

LEFT TO RIGHT:
1. Harold Kenneth West
2. Micky N. Ask
3. Nicholas E. Reiber

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Celia C. Stenfors-Dacre
Alan K. Dacre
Francis D. Chan
Kari T. Uusinarkaus
Christopher Tsai
Tawnya M. Constantino

IN FRONT OF STAIRS:
20. Sonja Wong Tang
21. Thu T. Tang
22. Marta L. Cheatham-Lott
23. Sophia J. Kim
24. Richard D. Moody
25. Gladys F. Frias
26. Kevin S. Toppenberg

27. Elizabeth Lea Lynch
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.

Walters
Leong Koh
Lyric Santiago
Kevin Wilcox
David Condon
Lisa Palmieri-Stevens
Dorothee Lambert Cole

7. Michael D. Maloney

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Mary Rolls Coté
Carol L. Isaacs
Claudia J. Foster-Olson
Marti Baum Hardesty
P. Basil Vassantachart
Ben Rodney Jabola

Class of 1979-B

4.
5.
6.
7.

Michelle L. Meyer
Terence T. Chan
Ricky L. Jackson
Dennis D. Reinke

BACK ROW (all from left):
1. Laurence E. Habenicht
2. Theodore W. Hoehn
3. Bruce S. Heischober
4. John A. Shrader
5. Richard L. Henderson
6. Arthur E. Thiel

FRONT ROW:
8. Craig W. Zuppan
9. Samuel A. Daniyan
10. Linda C. Hyder Ferry
11. Karen S. Henderson
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1

2

(1) Current Alumni
Association president, H. DEL
SCHUTTE ’84 (back right),
and the past presidents take
their annual group photo at
the 2019 APC Gala.

1
3
3

(2) JOSIANNE BAILEY (’19)
performs on the harp at the
APC Gala.

2

4

(3) Alumni and their guests
gather in the hallway of the
Riverside Convention Center
during social hour before the
start of the gala.

4

(4) H. ROGER HADLEY ’74
(second right) and his wife,
Donna (second left), pose for
a photo with Dr. Schutte (left)
and RICHARD H. HART,
DRPH, ’70 after Dr. Hadley
announced his retirement
as dean of the School of
Medicine.

5

(1) LOREE K. SUTTON ’85,
Robert B. Saper, MD, MPH,
RICHARD H. HART, DRPH,
’70, GRACE W. OEI ’04,
WARREN R. PETERS ’69, and
MARK J. BOLTON ’94 discuss
integrative medicine during a
panel discussion March 3.
(2) Alumni attend a
contruction tour of the new
LLUH hospital.
(3) DAN HUR (’20) talks with
an attendee of the scientific
poster exhibits.
(4) Alexandra Clark, MD, gives
a presentation during a
plenary session.
(5) Maurice Nahabedian, MD,
FACS, presents at the plastic
surgery symposium.
(6) Winners of the scientific
poster competition pose for a
group photo.
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Dr. Carlson Receives Iner Sheld-Ritchie Presidential Award
The Iner Sheld-Ritchie Presidential Award is granted to individuals of exemplary
character and commitment to the vision and mission of the Alumni Association.

6

DONNA L. CARLSON ’69
has served as president of the Alumni
Association (1996-1997) and president of the Holding Fund Committee
(2013). She has also served on multiple
Alumni Association committees and
the board of directors.
As a former associate editor of the
ALUMNI JOURNAL, she contributed to the editorial team tasked with
preserving the news, thoughts, and
stories of Loma Linda University’s
medical alumni.

Dr. Carlson completed law school
in 1998 and was deputy counsel for San
Bernardino County and senior research
attorney for the California Court of
Appeals, Riverside. She has contributed to the next generation of Loma
Linda University alumni, teaching a law
in medicine elective seminar for senior
medical students. She is recognized
for the numerous contributions she
has made to the Alumni Association,
sharing her talents and knowledge and
truly making a difference. n

DONNA L. CARLSON ’69 (second left)
takes a photo with (left to right) H. DEL
SCHUTTE ’84, JEFFREY D. CAO ’71,
TAMARA L. THOMAS ’87, and H. ROGER
HADLEY ’74 after receiving the Iner SheldRitchie Presidential Award.
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Dr. Ham has dedicated himself to organizing a system
that provides improved surgical outcomes in rural communities throughout Oregon. He was also involved with the
WWAMI Medical Education Program for 16 years. At age
60, Dr. Ham joined the Army Reserve and was deployed to
Afghanistan to serve as part of a Forward Surgical Team. He
and his wife, Mary Lou, currently reside in Tualatin, Oregon.
They have three children, Heidi, JAY ’06, and Chelsea.

LINDA J. MASON ’74

The 2019 Alumnus of the Year and Honored Alumni pose for a group photo at the APC Gala. From the left are LINDA J.
MASON ’74, KEITH E. GEORGESON ’69, WILLIAM C. PATTON ’69, HUBERT C. WATKINS ’62, BARBARA C. MCKINNEY ’88,
JAMES R. CRUISE ’69, and L. BRUCE HAM ’74.

2019 Honored Alumni
BARBARA C. MCKINNEY ’88
Upon completing medical school and
a pathology residency at Loma Linda
University, Dr. McKinney became a
surgical pathology fellow at Mayo Clinic.
After completing her fellowship and
working as a staff pathologist for several
years at various Florida hospitals, she
continued her education by earning a Master of Public
Health degree at Johns Hopkins.
Dr. McKinney has extensive leadership experience in
health care, including accreditation, quality systems, patient
safety, performance improvement, change management,
and international health. Since 2006, she has worked as
a physician consultant with worldwide involvement and
was instrumental in the development of the training and
mentoring program called Strengthening Laboratory
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Management Toward Accreditation. Dr. McKinney is
currently a physician surveyor for the Joint Commission and
is active in the advancement of quality medical care. She and
her husband, MARK MCKINNEY ’87, currently live in
Jacksonville, Florida. They have two sons, Joshua and Caleb.

L. BRUCE HAM ’74
Dr. Lyle Bruce Ham, son of
LYLE C. HAM ’41, graduated from
medical school in 1974 and completed a
surgical residency in Portland, Oregon.
After 20 years in private practice, he
completed a breast oncology fellowship
and later a surgical critical care fellowship
at Oregon Health Science University, where he is currently
associate professor of the trauma and critical care division
of surgery.

Upon graduating from medical school,
Dr. Mason completed an internship and
anesthesiology residency at Loma Linda
University (LLU), followed by a pediatric
anesthesiology and intensive care fellowship in Philadelphia. She then returned to
Loma Linda and began her career as assistant professor of anesthesiology and pediatrics, eventually
moving up the ranks both at the LLU Medical Center and in
the field of anesthesiology.
Dr. Mason has been active in multiple associations
and societies, including serving as president and editor.
She has been heavily involved in the American Society of
Anesthesiologists and is currently the president of the
organization. She has also served as medical staff president
as well as chair of several different committees, and she
continues to stay involved in many professional activities
today. In 1987, Dr. Mason married Dr. Traian Cojocaru,
who is also a Loma Linda University faculty member. They
currently reside in Redlands.

JAMES R. CRUISE ’69
After three years of military service,
Dr. Cruise earned a bachelor’s degree in
physical therapy at the College of Medical
Evangelists, now Loma Linda University
(LLU), and then went on to earn his
medical degree. He completed an internal
medicine residency as well as a nephrology
fellowship also at LLU. Following years of education and
training, Dr. Cruise began practicing internal medicine in
Ukiah, California. He was director of the first hemodialysis
unit in Ukiah for over 10 years. He also held other leadership positions, such as chief of medical staff and head of the
intensive care unit, and was involved in numerous committees at Ukiah Hospital for over 30 years.

Dr. Cruise is an elder at his Seventh-day Adventist
church and is active in giving Bible studies. He and his wife,
Carol Anne, reside in Redwood Valley, California, and have
three children, Cheryl, Deanna, and Rob.

WILLIAM C. PATTON ’69
Dr. Patton graduated with a degree
in chemistry from Union College
and then earned his medical degree
in 1969. Following medical school,
he completed his internship and residency in obstetrics and gynecology
at Loma Linda University (LLU).
He then went on to complete a fellowship in reproductive endocrinology and infertility at Peter Bent
Brigham Hospital.
Dr. Patton has held a number of professional offices and
academic appointments at LLU since 1973. He is currently
professor of the department of obstetrics and gynecology at
LLU, and he has served in various leadership roles, including
department chair for six years. Though retired from clinical
practice, Dr. Patton continues to serve LLU voluntarily for
more than 300 hours per year. He and his wife, Julia, live in
Redlands and have two children, Eric and Alan.

HUBERT C. WATKINS ’62
Upon completing a dermatology
residency at USC Medical Center,
Dr. Watkins joined the faculty at Loma
Linda University (LLU) but was drafted
soon after into the U.S. Army and
stationed at Reynolds Army Hospital.
After his military service, he worked as
associate clinical professor of dermatology at LLU for over
50 years. He has also been in private practice since 1968 and
is still actively practicing today. In addition to his private
practice, Dr. Watkins served for 41 years as chair of the
department of dermatology at Riverside County Regional
Medical Center.
Since 1980, Dr. Watkins has been a continuous officer of
the Alumni Association. He enjoys being actively involved
and has held various positions, including president of the
Association and chair of multiple councils. He received the Iner
Sheld-Ritchie Presidential Award in 2012. He and his wife,
Dixie, have four children, GREG ’87, Brian, BARRY ’93,
and Kara. n
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Alumnus of the
Year: KEITH E.

GEORGESON ’69

BY THEODORE MACKETT ’68

KEITH E. GEORGESON ’69,
the 2019 Alumnus of the Year
and a member of the honored
50th anniversary class of
the School of Medicine, has
distinguished himself in both
his personal and professional
pursuits.
He is a recognized pioneer in the field
of pediatric surgery, particularly in the
development of minimally invasive procedures for the chest and abdomen. He has
published 119 peer-reviewed articles and
22 book chapters and has given over 100
invited lectures all around the world. He
is a member of multiple professional societies and has served on numerous councils
and committees in various positions,
including director of the American Board
of Surgery, president of the American
Pediatric Surgical Association, president
of the International Pediatric Endoscopic
Group, and associate editor of the Journal
of Endosurgery and Innovative Techniques as
well as the gastrointestinal section of the
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KEITH E. GEORGESON ’69 (center) smiles for a photo with H. DEL SCHUTTE ’84 (left) and
H. ROGER HADLEY ’74 after receiving the 2019 Alumnus of the Year award at the APC Gala.

Mosby Yearbook. He is an innovator and an
inventor of devices used in pediatric surgery.
Dr. Georgeson is a native Californian
who was born and raised in the Central
Valley. He attended Fresno Academy, a
Seventh-day Adventist high school, before
continuing his education at Pacific Union
College (PUC). It was at the “college on
the mountain midst the fir-clad hills” that
he met his wife, Evelyn, and it was there
that I first got to know Dr. Georgeson;

we became good friends as we pursued
a common goal as premedical students.
That friendship included serving jointly as
officers of the PUC Student Association.
Later, each was in the other’s wedding after
we had embarked on our careers in medicine at Loma Linda University (LLU). Our
friendship strengthened during the arduous
and demanding surgery residency at Loma
Linda University Medical Center and the
associated teaching hospitals.

Military service and subspecialty
training intervened for a short period, but
then our friendship resumed when we both
accepted the invitation to join the faculty
of the surgery department at LLU in 1975.
Dr. Georgeson had distinguished himself
at the Children’s Hospital of Michigan,
and returned to his alma mater as assistant
professor of surgery for the next ten years.
While at LLU, Dr. Georgeson and Evelyn
became the parents of three daughters,
Lynette, Lori, and Leann.
In 1984, Dr. Georgeson accepted a
position as associate professor of surgery at
the University of Alabama, director of the
division of pediatric surgery, and surgeonin-chief at the Children’s Hospital of
Alabama. During his tenure in Alabama, he
developed the pediatric surgery fellowship
and was the program director from 1993
to 2010. He served as professor of surgery
at the University of Alabama School of
Medicine from 1989 to 2010 and the
Joseph M. Farley chair from 1996 to 2010.
Upon his retirement in 2010, he was named
Professor of Surgery, Emeritus, University
of Alabama School of Medicine.
In his remarks at the APC Gala
following the announcement of the
Alumnus of the Year award, Dr. Georgeson
referenced two of the department of surgery
faculty at LLUSM who had a major impact
on his career: LOUIS L. SMITH ’49
and CLIFTON D. REEVES ’60. Dr.
Georgeson also publicly credited his wife,
Evelyn, for her encouragement and support.
She is an accomplished individual in her
own right: a talented homemaker, caring
mother, registered nurse, skilled seamstress,
musician, medical/surgical illustrator, and
photographer.
Dr. Georgeson moved from Alabama
to Spokane, Washington, following his
retirement from the Children’s Hospital
of Alabama in order to be closer to two
of his daughters living in the Pacific
Northwest. His daughter Lynette is a
high school librarian married to RYAN

Keith E. Georgeson ’69 and his wife, Evelyn, take a family photo with their three daughters,
sons-in-law, and grandchildren.

NACHREINER ’97, a vascular surgeon,
and they live in Spokane with their two children. Leann is a kindergarten teacher living
near Seattle with her husband, Peter Braun,
and their two children. Lori is a pediatrician and resides in Massachusetts with her
ophthalmologist/retinal specialist husband
and their two children. The Georgesons
get together in the summer and winter
to share vacation time. Favorite activities
include water-skiing at a lake in the Idaho
panhandle where they have a home and
snow skiing on nearby slopes.
Since the move to Spokane, Washington,
Dr. Georgeson’s professional pursuits have
included serving at Sacred Heart Children’s
Hospital as a pediatric surgeon, chief
medical officer (2012-2015), and chief
executive officer (2015-2018).
Dr. Georgeson is a well-respected and
nationally recognized graduate of LLUSM.
He has made significant contributions to
pediatric surgery and has been an effective
hospital administrator, honored educator,
and skilled surgeon. He has also proven to
be a loving husband, a caring father, and a
valued friend.
An anecdote that Dr. Georgeson has
referenced on several occasions dates to his

early education in Fresno. His parents were
advised by his science teacher that he would
not be likely to succeed in college and that
they should plan on him concluding his
education at the high school level. On overhearing this opinion, Dr. Georgeson took
justifiable offense and vowed to prove that
teacher wrong. Years later, he returned to the
school to let his teacher know how mistaken
he had been but also how motivating his
opinion had turned out to be. Those of us
who have been a part of Dr. Georgeson’s
journey can attest to the fact that he has
excelled not only in his scholastic endeavors
and his major contributions to pediatric
surgery but also in the many fine qualities
of his character: a high standard of personal
excellence, a strong work ethic and tenacity
of purpose, “straight-shooting” honesty,
and unwavering loyalty to his profession,
colleagues, students, and friends. n

Dr. Mackett is retired and lives
in Oregon City, Oregon. He
serves on the Adventist Medical
Center Board and the Portland
Adventist Academy Board. He
was the 2018 Alumnus of the Year.
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Reflections on an
Antarctic Cruise
TRUTH VS. MYTH ABOUT ANTARCTICA
BY ELMAR P. SAKALA ’73-B

WHAT I FOUND TO BE TRUE ABOUT THE ANTARCTIC:

1. The beauty of the Antarctic cannot be described in
words — only experienced. That is absolutely true. Before
the Alumni Association Silversea cruise, I did my homework
and googled photos and descriptions posted by previous
Antarctic visitors. I looked at the photos and write-ups and
observed, “Yes, that is pretty.” But they did not prepare me
for the pristine unspoiled beauty I found in the Antarctic.
I look at the same photos now after my return and just say,
“Wow, I can’t believe how much I missed before the actual
experience.”
2. The Antarctic is the most remote place on Earth.
This is a fact that was too apparent to all on the alumni
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cruise. The Antarctic is unattached to any other continent.
The southern tip of South America is the closest land. The
Argentinian port of Ushuaia is the southernmost city on the
earth, where most Antarctic cruises originate. It is 1,000 km
(620 mi) from the Antarctic peninsula, and it advertises
itself as being “at the end of the earth.” Our alumni cruise
started and ended at Ushuaia.
3. The Antarctic is the home for some of the most
amazing creatures on Earth. Our cruise scientific staff
confirmed this to be true in their almost daily lectures on
the Silversea expedition. These experts dazzled us with their
incredible knowledge of Antarctica. The migration route of
the Arctic tern from Antarctica to Iceland and back again is

an incredible 40,000 miles. In the icy waters of the Antarctic,
most of the native fish have special proteins in their blood
that act like antifreeze. The proteins bind to ice crystals,
keeping them small to prevent the formation of fish popsicles.
4. Tropical plant and tree fossils have been found in the
Antarctic. This is true. The continent of Antarctica was
once part of the super-continent geologists have named
“Gondwana.” Coal deposits throughout Antarctica testify
to the presence of a past temperate or even tropical climate
with abundant plant life. Needless to say, we did not see any
tropical climate on our alumni cruise.
5. The largest water current on Earth is the Antarctic
circumpolar current. Few people have heard of the enormous clockwise movement of the relatively cold Antarctic
water encircling the entire continent. Our lecturers shared
with us the fact that the flow is equivalent to the volume
of water discharged from 500 Amazon rivers. Where the
warmer southward flowing water meets the relatively colder
Antarctic water is known as the “Antarctic Convergence.”
WHAT I FOUND WAS A MYTH ABOUT THE ANTARCTIC:

1. The Antarctic is a silent place. While this is true for
human sounds, it is not true for nature’s sounds. Icebergs
create sounds as they drift, collide, and grind against each
other, producing loud noises and vibrations. Seals sing
underwater with songs that can be heard through the ice.
Glaciers announce their calving with crashing sounds. The

sounds of whales blowing and breaching are unforgettable to our alumni cruisers. Penguin colonies generated a
cacophony of loud vocalizations that we heard almost every
day on our cruise.
2. The Antarctic is too cold for life to flourish. This statement is definitely false. The Antarctic convergence creates
a zone of high marine productivity where Antarctic krill

THERE'S SOMETHING QUITE EXHILARATING
ABOUT EXPERIENCING ROLLING WAVES
ABOARD AN ICE-STRENGTHENED ANTARCTIC
EXPEDITION VESSEL
are profuse. Krill are the most abundant animal species in
the world with 300-400 trillion individual organisms. They
serve as a primary source of food for whales, seals, and
penguins. We found krill washed up on the rocky shores of
our wet-landing excursions.
3. The thickness of ice is similar in both the Antarctic
and the Arctic. Absolutely not true. Arctic ice is frozen sea
water with up to 10 feet of ice floating on the water. On
the other hand, the Antarctic ice is an average of 7,000 feet
thick, which lays on top of solid rock, resulting in an average
(Continued on page 29)
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(1) Alumni and their friends
and family take a group photo
on the cruise ship deck.

4

(2) (From left) ANTON N.
HASSO ’67, Shalom Margolis,
David Weigley, tour guide/
ornithologist Martin Renner,
Jere and Marian Chrispens,
and KENNETH W. HART ’69
search for wildlife on a zodiac.
(3) A penguin and its chick
huddle together on
Cuverville Island.

(1) Alumni trek through
the snow next to a couple of
penguins on Cuverville Island.

Now Hiring

(2) The Silversea cruise ship
anchors at Neko Harbor as
alumni are shuttled to shore.
(3) DONALD E.
CORNFORTH ’68 and his wife,
Edna, enjoy the the view of the
glaciers and penguins.
(4) SHARON L. MASON ’70
enjoys a trek at Mikkelsen
Harbor.
(5) (From left) KENNETH W.
HART ’69, WARREN R.
PETERS ’69, GORDON W.
PETERSON ’74, Jeanne Peters,
DENNIS A. HILLIARD
’75, Myra Peterson, Jolene
Hilliard, Donna Hadley,
TAMARA L. THOMAS ’87,
H. ROGER HADLEY ’74,
and KAARSTEN LANG ’87
celebrate as the ship crosses
the 66th parallel into the
Antarctic Circle.
(6) Crabeater seals put on a
show for alumni on
Galindez Island.
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U.S. Board-Certified Doctors
5
6

Family Medicine
General Surgery
Internal Medicine
Pediatrician

Ophthalmologist
Ob/Gyn
Optometrist
Dermatologist

For more information, contact
hr@adventistclinic.com

®

®

Leading people to Christ through high-quality health care & education
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A Cup of Tea on a
Breathtaking Continent
BY TAMARA L. THOMAS ’87

As someone who has traveled
to many places, I would have
said that Antarctica wasn’t
specifically on my “bucket
list.” After going, I would say it
definitely should have been!
I prepared for the trip by reading several
books on the expeditions to Antarctica
and found that it added to the excitement
of reaching a new frontier. The Shackleton
expedition captured in the book “Endurance”
was remarkable and taught me to be cautious
of the man-chasing leopard seals.

WOW. The word seems inadequate to
describe the vastness of Antarctica. Every
shade of blue as far as your eye could see
was breathtaking. Each day was different,
and the amazing wildlife array of hatching
penguins, floating seals, and fishing whales
was astonishing.
Antarctica was my seventh continent
to reach, adding to the remarkable trip. A
number of years ago, I was sitting on the
veranda of a hotel overlooking Victoria Falls
in Africa, experiencing English high tea with
several friends. We said that rather than
joining the “climb the highest peak on every
continent” club, we should form our own
more civilized club of “having tea on every
continent.” So I snagged the best-ever friend
who was my roommate during medical

school, KAARSTEN LANG ’87, and
convinced her to go to Antarctica with me
(it wasn’t too hard). Together we captured a

EVERY SHADE OF BLUE AS FAR
AS YOUR EYE COULD SEE WAS
BREATHTAKING

REFLECTIONS ON AN ANTARCTIC CRUISE

(Continued from page 25)

elevation of the continent at about 8,200 feet. The Antarctic peninsula where our Silversea vessels cruised was at sea level. Snowcapped mountains arose right from the water’s edge, rising up to
meet the clouds.
4. The Drake Passage is the roughest water in the world. This
statement gets a “yes” and “no” answer. The Drake Passage is unprotected water between South America and Antarctica, the site of
the polar convergence. The winds can be ferocious and is the stuff
of legends. Crossing the Passage is an event that many Antarctic
passengers either look forward to or dread. There’s something
quite exhilarating about experiencing rolling waves aboard an
ice-strengthened Antarctic expedition vessel. Our alumni cruise
ship experienced “rocking and rolling” on our southern crossing but
found the water relatively calm on our northern crossing — overall
not at all as horrendous as many predicted.
5. Alumni from different graduation years had nothing in
common. Don’t believe it! Even though our class years differed
widely, we shared the bond-affirming commonality of being gradu-

ELMAR P. SAKALA ’73-A and his wife, Darilee, take a photo on the
cruise ship as they cross into the Antarctic Circle.

ates of a medical school that unashamedly promoted Whole Person
Care in the example of Jesus Christ. Whether riding the zodiacs
from ship to shore or enjoying a relaxed dining room meal, the
closeness of our group was apparent. Would we sign up for another
alumni activity? Absolutely! n

picture of us having tea on the actual continent to document the event.
The experience was amazing, and the
gift of not having anywhere to be was rejuvenating. I found that even in Antarctica, it
was still the people that made the difference,
and connecting with a variety of interesting
alumni was remarkable. n

EDDIE NGO

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

WHAT ARE YOUR DREAMS?
College savings? Paying off debt? Building a home? Retirement?
For more than 40 years, Eddie Ngo, CFP®, has been helping Loma Linda University School of Medicine alumni
pursue their goals and dreams through financial planning. Eddie Ngo helps his clients with:
• Strategies to build a diverse financial portfolio
• Advice on pension planning, investment related tax planning and insurance needs
• Financial plans to guide you through every stage of life from birth to retirement

222 East Olive Ave. Suite #2 • Redlands, CA 92373 • Office: 909.307.1760 • eddie.ngo@edngofinancial.com
TAMARA L. THOMAS ’87 (left) and KAARSTEN LANG ’87 drink tea together in front of penguins in Antarctica.
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Securities offered through Sigma Financial Corporation. Member FINRA & SIPC. Fee-based investment advisory services offered
through Sigma Planning Corporation, a registered investment advisor.
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DEPARTMENT REPORT

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT: JEFFREY D. CAO ’71

(Continued from previous page)

Pathology and
Human Anatomy
BY PAUL C. HERRMANN ’00, CHAIR ,
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLO GY AND HUMAN ANATOMY, LLUSM

Teaching has constituted the central pillar of
the department of pathology and human
anatomy at Loma Linda University School of
Medicine for its entire history. The department provides basic
science education in both disciplines as well as clinical rotation
opportunities in the junior and senior years of medical school.
The faculty believes that teaching students in the setting of
well-practiced health care is the only appropriate way to prepare
them for successful health care careers.
Recently, the department has built an additional program and
now offers a fully accredited Master of Health Science, Pathologist’s
Assistant degree. This is the first accredited pathologist’s assistant
program west of the Mississippi. Analogous to all other degrees offered
within the department, this program consists of a mix of didactic
and hands-on training designed to educate health care providers and
researchers for service with sound practical and spiritual foundations.

The department of pathology and human anatomy is vibrant.
Fourteen new clinical and basic science faculty members have
joined the department over the last half decade. Included in this
group are two neuropathologists, a dermatopathologist, a hematopathologist, a surgical pathologist, and an oral pathologist. The
latter holds a joint appointment within the School of Dentistry. In
addition, there are six new pathologist’s assistant faculty and two
new assistant professors of anatomy.
The department is also beginning to construct a neuropathology
research and educational team, taking advantage of the recent
enhancement of departmental expertise and Loma Linda University
Health’s renewed interests in the care of patients suffering
from neurological disorders. With the department’s continuing
adjustment to changing circumstances, the strong tradition of
teaching upon which it was founded continues. We are particularly
proud to continue to guide and support as well as educate each
entering class, as has been the tradition of the department over the
University’s history. n

PATHOLO GY AND
HUMAN ANATOMY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Jeffrey D. Cao ’71
Dr. Jeffrey D. Cao was born in San
Francisco in 1944 and spent his childhood in California’s San Fernando Valley.
In 1960, his family moved to La Sierra,
where he attended La Sierra College.
Upon graduation from Loma Linda
University School of Medicine (LLUSM)
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in 1971, he completed one year of internal
medicine and three years of pathology
residency at Kettering Medical Center
in Dayton, Ohio. In 1975, he returned to

Loma Linda University Medical Center
(LLUMC) for his final year of pathology
residency as chief resident and then a
hematopathology fellowship. He holds
board certifications in hematopathology
and anatomic and clinical pathology and
has attained the position of professor of
pathology at LLUSM.
Although Dr. Cao has successfully
performed many roles, including director
of the hematopathology service at
the Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Veterans
(Continued on next page)

Hospital, chief of both the hematopathology and microbiology
laboratory sections at LLUMC, and
director of clinical laboratories for
the Surgical Hospital and Beaumont
Banning Clinic, he is best known for
his teaching.
In 1987, Dr. Cao became responsible for the pathology teaching
program in the LLUSM department
of pathology and human anatomy.
Within this role, he has touched
the lives of thousands of medical
students, faculty, and staff. As a testament to his service, he has received
numerous awards for teaching from
the University and from the Alumni
Association. Dr. Cao is also known
outside of Loma Linda University,
having chaired committees on
pathology education in a number of
national societies. His outstanding
legacy as an educator continues. n

PATHOLO GY AND
HUMAN ANATOMY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Resa L. Chase ’76-B
Dr. Resa L. Chase is closely connected
to the School of Medicine. She is the
daughter of two alumni, ALBERT E.
CURRIER ’52 and BUTONNE D.
CURRIER ’53-A. Her brother, JAMES
E. CURRIER ’77, and her late husband,
DONALD R. CHASE ’76, are also
alumni. You might say a passion for the
School of Medicine is in her blood.
During her third year in medical school,
she overheard BRIAN S. BULL ’61
describing pathology to a group of undergraduate students during a career day
event, and in her words, “lightning struck.”
During subsequent exploration, Dr. Chase
discovered that she had both an interest in
as well as an aptitude for pathology. After
nearly 35 years in both clinical practice at
the Loma Linda VA Medical Center and

in the teaching of Loma Linda University
students, Dr. Chase looks back with satisfaction at having chosen a field that suited
her interests and personality so well.
Early experiences as a teaching assistant
and lab instructor at Pacific Union College
initially had Dr. Chase convinced that she did
not have a talent for teaching. Later, however,
under the mentorship of MILDRED A.R.
STILSON ’46, she discovered her initial
assessment was in error. She not only enjoyed
teaching but has taught exceptionally well,
as evidenced by her receipt of the Teacher
of the Year award. Dr. Chase reports that
being able to “touch the future” by teaching
medical students and residents has yielded
her unparalleled joy and pleasure. n

He was the first in his family to obtain
a college education, earning a bachelor’s
and master’s degree from San Diego State
University. While completing his master’s
degree in zoology, he taught general biology
to University of San Diego students along
with embryology, histology, and anatomy.
In 1969, Dr. Nava decided to return to
school for more graduate studies, enrolling
at Loma Linda University (LLU).

While earning his PhD, Dr. Nava
studied under luminaries such as
E. HAROLD SHRYOCK ’34,
HERBERT W. HENKEN ’46,
DANIEL A. MITCHELL ’47,
GUY M. HUNT ’42, WALTER H.
ROBERTS ’39, and Robert L. Schultz,
PhD. His research was mentored by
Arthur E. Dalgleish, PhD.
Since earning his doctorate, Dr. Nava
has taught continuously at LLU for over
45 years, authored a textbook in anatomy,
and served as course coordinator for
anatomy courses taken by medical as well
as dental students. Dr. Nava has been
awarded Teacher of the Year twice. He
continues to teach today, and his service
through teaching has influenced the lives
of thousands. n

PATHOLO GY AND
HUMAN ANATOMY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Pedro B. Nava, PhD
Dr. Pedro B. Nava’s parents invested
a great deal to make Adventist education
possible. His father worked long hours as a
drugstore clerk, and his mother earned money
for tuition serving as a maid in a rest home.
During his formative years, Dr. Nava worked
as a janitor. An unknown benefactor matched
his earnings so that he could continue his
education. Dr. Nava is very appreciative of
these early investments in his future career.
The foundational experience that
Dr. Nava received has carried him far.
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Orthopedic
Surgery
BY M. DANIEL WONGWORAWAT ’96, INTERIM CHAIR ,
DEPARTMENT OF ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY, LLUSM

Knock-knock-knock. “Our time is up.
Thank you for interviewing with us.
Safe travels,” I say. My assistant had just
signaled the end of the session.
It is late afternoon on this tense Thursday, January 24.
Today’s 48th candidate just interviewed for one of the five
residency spots. Today’s applicants, like most years’, boast
board scores at the 85th percentile level. Every year, I remind
myself that I would have never gotten in given these odds.
And today, like every year prior, I remind myself that our task
is one of the most important things we do—that is, select the
best candidates for residency training that we can. We cannot
forget the critical task of selecting the next generation, picking
those who will carry on the educational and healing mission of
Loma Linda University Health (LLUH).
The day before, SCOTT C. NELSON ’96 had flown
in from Haiti, where he is expanding the reach of our global
campus. On this interview day, he examines the interviewees
on how they relate to our purpose of extending the teaching
and healing ministry of Jesus Christ. Other faculty members
rate the applicants on various domains: professionalism, leadership, teamwork, problem solving, and manual dexterity. In
the back of our minds, we think about our program’s legacy—
identifying good students, fostering skilled residents, and
recruiting committed faculty members.
We saw healthy growth in our faculty ranks in 2018. We
welcomed Diana Young, MD, (Foot and Ankle) in February.
In September, our trauma team was invigorated by the
addition of Joey Johnson, MD, and Rebecca Rajfer, MD; Joe
Liu, MD, brought us additional Sports expertise. And most
recently, Siamak Yasmeh, MD, (Spine) joined in December.
Our department is proud to announce recent faculty promotions. WESLEY PHIPATANAKUL ’98 was promoted to
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full professor, and Dr. Nelson, Martin Morrison, MD, and Lee
Zuckerman, MD, earned the associate professor rank.
In 2018, we were blessed with landmark developments.
U.S. News & World Report placed LLUH in the high
performing group—that is, among the top 10 percent of
hospitals. Notable areas of excellence are high patient volumes,
30-day survival, nursing staff attention, patient experience,
and use of advanced technologies.
The second development was that the American College
of Surgeons verified both Loma Linda University Medical
Center and Children’s Hospital as Level I Trauma Centers.
Under the leadership of DUWAYNE A. CARLSON ’89,
we organized our services, committing to providing the best
possible orthopedic care.
Our department has also seen sustained growth in scholarly
activity. Our list of publications and research presentations has
grown in 2018. The Jarrett Fund is an integral part of our resident research program. Through this sponsorship, our residents
presented work by our oncology surgeons (Dr. Zuckerman and
Nadine Williams, MD) at the International Society of Limb
Salvage in Kanazawa, Japan, and at the Connective Tissue
Oncology Society meeting in Rome, Italy. Our faculty members
also stay involved in the educational community, lecturing on the
orthopedic career path (Drs. Morrison and Phipatanakul), the
AAOS’s Central Examinations and Assessments Committee
in self-assessment and OITE production (M. DANIEL
WONGWORAWAT ’96), and orthopedic business
management (Olumide Danisa, MD).
Running an academic program requires concerted effort
and resources. The residency is directed by a dedicated team
(Dr. Morrison and COREY B. FULLER ’10), and we
recently restarted the Virchel E. Wood Hand and Upper
Extremity Fellowship Program (BARTH B. RIEDEL ’05).
Our dedication to serve manifests locally and abroad. In
San Bernardino, Dr. Phipatanakul directs the orthopedic
efforts at Social Action Community Health System. Farther
away, many of our residents have done mission electives.
We are back to the last interview of the day. Soon, the
spreadsheet will take everyone’s ratings and deliver us a
preliminary ranking of the students. Before the day is over,
we will have deliberated over all the candidates, adjusted their
rankings, and delivered the roster for entering into the match
system. Then on March 15, we find out who our new residents will be, and we are always optimistic that the best ones
will come back as faculty members.
*Update: We welcome our incoming residents, BRADEN
MATTISON ’19, DAVID RUCKLE ’19, Ryan Filler,
MD, Victor Hong, MD, and Mohammad Zalzaleh, MD. n

dency, he completed a shoulder and upper
extremity fellowship at California Pacific
Medical Center in San Francisco and then
returned to Loma Linda in 2004.
At Loma Linda University Health,
Dr. Phipatanakul serves many roles. Since
2016, he has been the orthopedic surgery
medical director of the Social Action
Community Health System (SACHS) in
San Bernardino. From 2007 to 2016, he
mentored students as the clerkship director
in orthopedics. He also serves on the
Alumni Association board of directors and

Loma Linda University’s diversity council.
On the national level, he is an active participant with the American Shoulder and
Elbow Surgeons. He also referees for the
Journal of Bone and Joint Surgery, Clinical
Orthopaedics and Related Research, and
the Journal of Shoulder and Elbow Surgery.
Through his dedicated commitment to
Loma Linda University, the local community, and the medical profession, he was
appointed as full professor in 2017.
Dr. Phipatanakul is widely known
as the physician with the best patient
satisfaction reviews. He consistently tops
the campus inpatient satisfaction survey.
He was awarded the SACHS “Above
and Beyond” medal, and his profile on
healthgrades.com is filled with five stars.
Dr. Phipatanakul and his wife,
Parichart, are blessed with twins, Ben and
Emma. His family’s top priority is serving
God through music, and almost every
Sabbath, Dr. Phipatanakul plays the organ
at the Thai SDA Church in Redlands. n

Joining LLUH in 2011, less than two
years after finishing fellowship training,
Dr. Riedel stepped into this harrowing
scene. He is known in our department
as someone able to handle any horrific
upper extremity trauma situation, having
been through residency at LLUMC and
fellowship training at L.A. County and the
University of Southern California.

Dr. Riedel’s skill set extends beyond
complex reconstructions. He serves in
several administrative positions. Since 2017,
he has been the associate program director
for the Virchel E. Wood Hand and Upper
Extremity Fellowship Program. He has
been a consultant reviewer for the Journal
of Hand Surgery since 2012. Currently, he
serves as the Neufeld Society President.
His heart for service extends to missions
that span continents. Last year, he took two
trips to Mexico with Kingdom Builders,
working on developing a partnership to
plant churches. Three years ago, he volunteered at Mission of Mercy Hospital in
Kolkata, India. Most recently, he returned
from Kenya where he partnered with a
hospice center as well as a hospital system
to care for people with skeletal deformities.
Dr. Riedel is married to Daphne, his
wife of fifteen years. They have three girls,
Ella, Chloe, and Riley. n

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Wesley Phipatanakul ’98
Noted
musician
Virginia-Gene
Rittenhouse, founder and artistic director
of the New England Youth Ensemble,
received a second chance. After accidentally slamming herself against a wall in
a dark hallway while trying to answer
a phone call, Rittenhouse injured her
shoulder, and the pain precluded her
from playing her violin. It was through
the work of Dr. Wesley Phipatanakul that
Rittenhouse regained what she needed to
play her instrument. (Adventist Review,
January 12, 2010)
After graduating from the School
of Medicine in 1998, Dr. Phipatanakul
completed his orthopedic residency
at Wayne State University in Detroit,
Michigan. Following his orthopedic resi-

ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
FACULTY SP OTLIGHT:

Barth B. Riedel ’05
“I was suffocating, just choking on my
blood,” Deputy Alex Collins said. This
story made national news as Collins nearly
died in a gun battle with ex-police officer
Christopher Dorner in Big Bear in 2013.
Rushed to Loma Linda University
Medical Center (LLUMC), Collins
received care from surgeons working on
his face, arm, and leg. “Seven tendons
were ruptured… and part of the bone on
his arm was just not there,” said Dr. Barth
Riedel. Through the skillful teamwork of
his surgeons, Collins’ recovery was nothing
short of a miracle, and he returned to
work in seven months. (CBS Los Angeles,
February 10, 2014)

Spring 2019 | 33

FEATURES

FEATURES

AIES Helps to
Cure Blindness
BY JAMES L. DAVIDIAN ’70

There is a great need to reduce the burden of blindness in the world. It is estimated
that almost 400 million people in the world cannot see. Much of this is due to
cataracts, a relatively easily corrected problem, but glaucoma, eye infections, and other
eye problems also contribute. Often patients are functionally blind for the want of a pair
of glasses.
In 1980, JAMES L. DAVIDIAN '70 accepted a
request that came through the Loma Linda University
Department of Ophthalmology to teach the medical
students at Montemorelos University. He spent three weeks
there in 1980 and 1981 and found the medical students to
be bright, articulate, and highly motivated.
A survey of the LLU alumni ophthalmologists showed
considerable interest in supporting a program and teaching in
Mexico. With the help of the LLUSM Alumni Association,
a small group was formed, called Adventist International Eye
Society. Over time it became apparent that this organization
could become independent from the Alumni Association, and
the relationship between the two organizations was dissolved,
forming Adventist International Eye Services, Inc. (AIES).
This has evolved into a large self-sustaining and successful
teaching and clinical program. Dr. Davidian was the first president, and in 1985 GORDON A. MILLER ’75 became
president and led the organization until his death in 2017.
During the intervening years, LLU alumni have donated over
a half million dollars worth of equipment for use in Mexico.
Meanwhile, the early stages of clinical work began.
In 1986, ROBERT E. HOPKINS '46 moved to
Montemorelos and began a program of technical training
for medical students who were given the skills to screen for
vision problems and provide glasses to large numbers of
patients. At times donations of as many as 150,000 pairs
of used glasses were sent from Lions Clubs International to
Mexico, where they were cleaned, measured, and cataloged
to be given to needy patients through outreach clinics. These
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clinics continue to provide great goodwill and service in the
community. Dr. Hopkins continued to live on and off in
Montemorelos for over six years, organizing and teaching in
the residency program.
During the late ’80s, several facilities were built for the
purpose of beginning clinical activity in Mexico. Arrangements
were made to use land on the campus of Montemorelos
University, and a duplex housing facility was built for use by
visiting faculty and personnel. A clinic space within the hospital
at Montemorelos University was provided and remodeled. A
substantial amount of the donated medical equipment sent by
LLU alumni was used in this clinical setting.
Surgical facilities at Montemorelos University initially
used the standard operatories of the hospital. In time, two
surgical suites were prepared for ophthalmology alone.
By the beginning of the 1990s, substantial clinical activity
and surgical care were being provided at the University.
ROBERT V. SHEARER '43, HELGI HEIDAR '67,
LOREN L. DENLER '64, and others participated in the
teaching program there.
The first residents were screened and accepted for
training in the early ’90s. The first group of residents finished
their training in 1994, and some of these capable individuals
became faculty for training of further ophthalmologists. By
this time, surgical activity had grown to a steady flow, and
residents were receiving substantial experience in clinical
and surgical activity.
In 1986, the first peripheral clinic was set up in Ensenada,
initially as a general medical clinic. Several ophthalmologists

from LLU, including DOUGLAS S. BISHOP '83 and
FRANKLIN W. LUSBY '77, provided clinical and
surgical eye care, especially some early forms of refractive
surgery. It is now a very active ophthalmology clinic with
surgery run by a Venezuelan doctor.
Operations in Montemorelos now include the central
residency program, which incorporates a large clinic with
screening and examination of patients as well as surgical
facilities dedicated to ophthalmology. The patients seen
there come from a wide area of northeastern Mexico as well
as other clinics scattered around Mexico. AIES currently
has eight clinics in various areas of Mexico, which are
well-equipped facilities that provide ophthalmologic examinations and optical services as well as surgical procedures.
Another new clinic is planned to be completed within the
next year. These facilities provide lifestyle counseling and
seminars as well as evangelistic efforts. They operate with
local staffing, including subspecialty surgery, and send some
extensive surgical cases to the University for care. In the near
future, audiology services are also planned for these clinics.
This program currently sees about 100,000 patient visits
per year and performs almost 10,000 surgeries, including
cataract, retina, glaucoma, and other specialized surgeries.
Well over a million patients have now been seen in this system.
In addition, many of the ophthalmologists this program has
trained are also providing care in their own practices.
Residents for the training program at Montemorelos
University are selected through the national matching system.
Sixteen residents are under training at the central facility in a
three-year program, which is accredited by Mexican authorities. They receive extensive training, including performance
of several hundred cataract operations throughout their
three-year tenure. In addition, eight fellows are being trained
in anterior segment surgery and retina surgery. A glaucoma
fellowship is planned for the near future.
The 114 ophthalmologist graduates from this program
now reside in over 40 countries throughout South America,
Central America, and the Caribbean as well as in Africa and
other areas. They are serving the needs of their own and other
countries in these areas. A number of them are serving in the
peripheral clinics throughout Mexico and have also become
ophthalmology professors at Montemorelos University.
Two people have served for years in Mexico and are the
primary leaders in the organization and direction of this
program. Cesar Puesan was one of the program's outstanding
residents who showed substantial ability in administration
as well as clinical skills. Dr. Puesan is the primary administrator of the overall program. Pedro Gomez trained in
Mexico City and was sent for additional training in a retinal

fellowship. Dr. Gomez is the primary director of clinical
activities, particularly surgery. He is widely recognized for
his contributions and was recently nominated as a Hero
Sight Saver by a WHO Blindness Prevention organization.
Several ophthalmologists now serve in short-term surgical
missions at Montemorelos and sometimes the outlying
clinics. These are one week or longer programs in which large
numbers of surgeries are done by the visiting physicians.
Another program operated by AIES is the Vision
Institute of Madagascar, which began in 1996 and is currently
comprised of a large clinic with surgical facilities located in
Antananarivo, the capital of Madagascar. Madagascar had
very little ophthalmology care in the '90s. At the outset of

THIS PROGRAM CURRENTLY SEES ABOUT
100,000 PATIENT VISITS PER YEAR AND
PERFORMS ALMOST 10,000 SURGERIES,
INCLUDING CATARACT, RETINA, GLAUCOMA,
AND OTHER SPECIALIZED SURGERIES
creating the clinic there, a great deal of new equipment was
provided, including extensive retina surgical equipment.
Dr. Miller was responsible for the initial establishment of
this clinical and surgical facility with the cooperation of the
Madagascar government.
Training has also been expanded to Madagascar, and a full
residency program is planned for the near future. AIES also
trains local ophthalmologists in use of various equipment,
such as lasers and diagnostic equipment. The local physicians
are then encouraged to perform surgeries at the AIES facility.
Each of these training centers will provide well-trained
ophthalmologists for service in their local areas. The intent is
that a system of eye care services can be provided in a region,
including surrounding clinics, as in Mexico. These clinics
will then provide facilities in which the trainees can perform
their services as well as send patients back to the central
facility to support the training program.
This model has worked very well in Mexico and is a way of
providing regional care in very needy areas. Among underdeveloped nations, Mexico is a relatively wealthy country, and many
of its patients can pay for services. This supports the program,
covering its basic expenses so that charity care can be provided
to those who cannot afford to pay. In other areas such as Africa,
the income levels are much lower, and revenue is inadequate
to cover the basic expenses. Therefore, funding programs are
more difficult and must be done on a different basis. Donation
support will be necessary in such circumstances. n
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Picture of Progress:
Construction of the
New Towers Continues

1

2

3
(1) Members of the
community gather for the
groundbreaking ceremony
of the new Loma Linda
University Health hospital
towers on May 22, 2016.

BY DENNIS E. PARK, MA, ’07-HON, CONSULTING EDITOR/HISTORIAN

documenting the construction
of the new Loma Linda
hospitals. Thanks to the
generosity of Loma Linda
University Health and
McCarthy Construction, I have
donned the required personal
safety equipment (helmet,
vest, safety glasses, and
proper shoes) to rub shoulders
with the workers as they go
about their tasks “building a
new hospital for the kids,” as
one laborer proudly exclaimed
over the whine of a saw.
I began the documentation in 2015 as
the contractor began the “make ready” work
as the crew prepared the site to relocate the
main entrance to the Medical Center. This
included razing the “Mary M” apartments at
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as ninety feet as the ground was excavated.
Shoring walls kept the dirt from collapsing
into the pit. Day after day, the trucks
rumbled down the dirt ramps, and queued
up to be filled with dirt. Week after week,
the deeper the pit became. The cloverleaf
towers took on a whole different perspective.
As the pit reached subgrade, the electrical subcontractor moved in to bury the
large electrical conduit that would run
under the foundation floor. The electrical
conduit stands that rose some four feet
above subgrade gave rise to the fact that a
new phase in the project was about to begin:
the laying of a four-inch rat slab, the rebar,
the foundation, foundation walls, and cap
slabs that surround what will be the moat
that surrounds the structure.
As the rebar was laid, anticipation began
to build as the date of March 25, 2017,
approached. This date was designated as the
first of the three foundation pours, which
would take most of the night and continue
into early the next morning.
After the third foundation pour, the
next phase included the setting of the
isolators bases, isolators, and the pouring
(Continued on page 38)

4

5

(3) The first of the three
foundation pours takes place
as members of the faculty,
staff, and community watch
from the second floor of the
Medical Center.
(4) A spine beam is lowered
into place on the construction
site.
(5) The pit is filled with
steel to form the base for the
podium on which the new
hospital will stand.
(6) Ironworkers walk across
narrow beams as they set the
columns and beams into place.

6
9

(7) The seismic-resistant
system is built in the basement
of the building.
(8) The new hospital rises out
of a podium.

7
8
PHOTOS BY DENNIS E. PARK

I have had the privilege of

the corner of Anderson Street and Prospect
Avenue, widening Prospect Avenue, tearing
up the north parking lot, which included
but was not limited to relocating water and
power lines, rerouting drainage, and making
preparations for the new entrance ingress
and egress.
As the work progressed on the north
side, the patient parking became more
limited as the space gave way to the heavy
equipment. There was a night crew that
would reroute traffic flow as the make ready
crew inched closer to the main entrance of
the Medical Center.
At that time, it was difficult to square
what was happening on the ground with the
artist rendering of the two new towers that
rose above the iconic cloverleaf towers. The
day finally came when the Anderson Street
entrance was shuttered and all traffic was
diverted to the Prospect Avenue entrance.
Now, there was progress.
The groundbreaking ceremony held on
May 22, 2016, was a grand affair, and this
little community would never be the same;
the hammer blows of progress had begun.
Around the perimeter of the site, soldier
piles were driven deep into the ground, and
tieback anchors were set laterally as much

(2) Laborers work in the pit
to prepare the ground for
construction.

(9) Construction workers place
the final steel beam during
the topping off ceremony on
December 11, 2018.

TO VIEW MORE PHOTOS
OF THE CONSTRUCTION
PROGRESS OF THE NEW
HOSPITAL TOWERS, VISIT
WWW.DOCUVISION2020.COM.
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Teach a Man
to Fish and
Feed Him for
a Lifetime
BY ROLANDA R. EVERETT ’92,
ASSO CIATE EDITOR

The new Loma Linda University Health hospital towers now eclipse the Medical Center as construction continues.

PICTURE OF PROGRESS

(Continued from page 36)

of the damper pedestals, all of which are part of the earthquake-resistant construction mandated by the state of
California. With the isolator bases and isolators set, the
steel phase was about to commence. This long awaited phase
would in time fill the pit with steel, forming the base for
the podium from which the two towers would rise. Twenty
percent of the steel’s weight for the whole project would be
set on the base isolators down in the pit.
By April of 2018, the steel all but filled the pit, making
the way for forming the podium. This phase in the construction was long anticipated in that the steel would soon rise
above the security fence, and the community would be able
to watch the towers rise. For too long all the activity had
occurred behind the security fence.
The ironworkers were quite a draw as they walked the
narrow beams, setting columns and wrestling the beams
into place. Their trade is no walk in the park and they have
to be aware at all times of their surroundings. One of the
ironworkers said that he had to block everything out of his
mind, including the height, and concentrate on the iron and
his partner.
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In the basement under the tons of steel is the seismicresistant system, which includes the dampers and isolators on
which the whole structure rests. When a seismic event occurs,
the bidirectional transfers activity vertically and horizontally,
thus reducing or damping structural response to the occurrence. It is interesting to note that the structure is anchored
to the base isolators and dampers, not the foundation walls.
Dec. 11, 2018, was another momentous day for the
project. Campus administration, faculty, and staff, along
with the community, assembled on the top of parking structure P4 to watch the ceremonial topping off with the final
steel beam. They counted down as the beam came over the
northeast side of the adult hospital tower and was lowered
into place. After the two ironworkers bolted the beam into
place they walked to the center and shook hands as the crowd
below cheered. The beam that was used in the ceremony had
been signed by the administrators, faculty, and staff.
By mid-March 2019, the frame of the two towers was
completed, making the complex the tallest structure in San
Bernardino County. The children’s hospital tower rises
10 stories. The adult hospital tower rises 17 stories. The
elevator tower, connecting the two hospital towers, rises 18
stories. The once iconic cloverleaf towers are now eclipsed by
the two towers of healing that rise to the east. n

A SURGEON IN THE VILLAGE:
AN AMERICAN DOCTOR TEACHES
BRAIN SURGERY IN AFRICA
By Tony Bartelme
Beacon Press (March 2017)
288 pages

W

hich approach to medical
missions works better: “Give
a man a fish and feed him
for a day” or “teach a man to fish and feed
him for a lifetime”? Tony Bartelme makes
a compelling case for the latter approach
in this book about a neurosurgeon who
went to Africa straight from completing his
Harvard neurosurgical fellowship.
Dr. Dilan Ellegala was burned out and
nearly destroyed by the demands of his
training program. Instead of following his
mentor’s advice and going directly into an
academic position, he planned to take some
time off, do something different, shake it up
a little bit, and “lay down some new neural
wiring over the old.”
He had always wanted to go to Africa.
To his surprise the African hospitals he
contacted didn’t need neurosurgeons; they
were not set up to do brain surgery. He
wondered what happened to Africans with
head injuries, strokes, tumors, and other
surgical brain diseases. Then he heard about
Haydom Lutheran Hospital in Tanzania.
An internet search for visiting doctors
warned, “It is easy to get caught between a
warm heart and a tired soul, and finding the
right balance is often a personal challenge.
Frustrations? You will have them!” Intrigued,
Dr. Ellegala contacted the hospital and was
welcomed for a six-month visit.
When Dr. Ellegala arrived in Haydom,
he was shocked to learn that Tanzania had
only three neurosurgeons for a population
of 42 million, all of whom were in Dar es
Salaam, 500 miles away. Tanzania had one
doctor per 50,000 people, compared to one
doctor per 500 people in the U.S.
Haydom Hospital had never had a
Tanzanian doctor on its staff. Tanzanian
clinicians did most of the medical work. These
clinicians had three years of post-secondary
basic instruction, roughly equivalent to an
American paramedic or nurse practitioner,
minus a college degree. A small number had
two to three additional years of training and
were called assistant medical officers (AMOs).

Haydom Hospital lacked even the most
basic surgical tools, not even possessing a
saw to open a skull. For his first severe head
trauma case, Dr. Ellegala bought a tree saw,
sterilized it, and then used it to save the man’s
life. The hospital medical staff was comprised
of rotating groups of vacationing doctors
and European medical students who were
there for only a few weeks. Dr. Ellegala was
disturbed by the visiting doctors essentially
excluding the native AMOs from the visitors’
medical work, and then those doctors leaving
Africa, having given temporary assistance but
no ongoing benefit to the village. Instead of
feeling helpless in the face of a failing system,
Dr. Ellegala found a way to give hope.
Haydom Hospital had far too many cases
for one neurosurgeon, and he would soon be
leaving. He had the idea of training one of the
local AMOs, Emmanuel Mayegga, to perform
brain surgeries. Mayegga had the intelligence
and dexterity to do brain surgery but no
medical degree. Over six months, Dr. Ellegala
taught Mayegga how to do shunts and tumor
removal. Then he taught Mayegga how to
teach other Tanzanians, who then went on
to teach others—“teaching a man to fish.”
The success of this approach was outstanding
and led to countrywide changes in health care
administration, eventually benefitting successively larger segments of the population.
This book chronicles the technical, legal,
and moral struggles—and eventual triumph—
of one doctor trying to transform a medical
system in such a way as to provide ongoing
health benefits to an underserved population.
It is a health care delivery model with the
potential to transform millions of lives. n
*Note: This book does contain some occasional
strong language, but that does not detract from the
overall powerful message of the transformational
power of teaching.

Dr. Everett is a pediatrician in
Springfield, Oregon. She went
on mission trips to Mexico and
India during medical school.
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Day of
Deliverance
BY DAVID RUSSELL ’12

PREAMBLE:

First responders — firefighters, paramedics, and
law enforcement personnel, who each day may
put themselves in harrowing experiences —
have always been held in high regard. Through
the events of Nov. 8, 2018, I now have a deeper
solemn respect for their service. Had it not
been for their efforts, many more people would
have perished that day. I am deeply grateful for
their service. The Camp Fire was the deadliest
and most destructive wildfire in California
history. I want to give you a glimpse of my
experience on that day, the divine protection,
and a few lessons learned.
THE FIRE:

It was Thursday morning. The only things different were the
soon anticipated delivery of our third child and my parents visiting.
I gave hugs and kisses for my wife and two children on my way
out the door while they were finishing up morning devotions. On
leaving my east-facing door, the sunrise was more red than usual.
Smoke was coming low and fast over the treetops. “There is a new
fire,” I told my wife, but I found no information online about a fire.
I went to do morning rounds at Adventist Health Feather River
(AHFR) Hospital and to get more information on the fire. When I
arrived at about 7:30, the labor and delivery unit had an unusually
uneasy feeling.
(Continued on page 42)
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I believe Heather’s initial request for help from the ambulance was divinely appointed. A minute or even seconds earlier
or later, the opportunity for me to help would not have been
there, and I would have continued on my “escape,” which may
or may not have been successful. By deciding to take care of
others, I was taken care of.
A fire engine came to our location, and when the coast was
clear, patients and personnel were loaded into available vehicles to
evacuate, but I stopped back at the hospital.

DAY OF DELIVERANCE

(Continued from page 41)

“Where is the fire?”
“Seven miles from here.”
“Started at about 6:30.”
Faint smoke smell was noted in the hallways. Billows of smoke
rolled past the small window from my workspace. I hurriedly
reviewed the newborns’ charts. Talking to the families, I warned
them to gather their belongings in case we needed to evacuate. The
words came on the overhead, “CODE TRIAGE.”
At 7:54 my wife texted that they were ready to evacuate. Then
the overhead said, “CODE BLACK: Immediately move patients to
the emergency department for evacuation.”
Moments later I saw AHFR CFO Ryan Ashlock rush onto the
unit shouting, “Get out! GET OUT,” and then banging on doors
trying to get patients, family members, and every person mobilized
out of the unit.
At 8:28 it was organized chaos — all staff, patients, and family
members shuffling toward the ED. In the midst of the chaos, I
gave quick verbal handoff to accepting hospitals for my patients. It
was quickly clear that there was no time to wait for ambulances or
continued shuffling.
I pulled my truck in line to load patients. “No more ambulatory
patients! Get out!” Police directed me northbound on Pentz Road.
The wind was sharp and cool. Some embers whipped by, so my
windows went up. We inched forward in gridlock. My gas gauge
was showing empty. I knew I could run faster than traffic, and I
knew the way out of town. I pulled off the road, but too petrified to
leave the “safety” of my vehicle, I got back on. A second time I did
this. The fire was off to my right now. Explosions started coming
from behind me, initially distant, but getting closer. “Lord, please
be with everyone here,” I prayed.
On the phone I told my father, “There is active fire to my right,
fire behind me, and explosions behind me. This is really… really…
bad. I love you; pray for us. What do I do?” He looped my brother,
a firefighter, into the conversation. “Cover your face; keep moving.”
Then I pulled my truck off the road for the third and final time. “I’m
running for it. Pray.”
Upon opening the door, a swirl of embers rained down. The air
was hot now. Ducking my head, I took off on foot. I looked up and
saw an ambulance with the back doors open and the cabin lights
illuminating the patient inside. As I got closer, she beckoned me,
“Get me out! Get me out! The ambulance is on fire!”
In a split second, I had a whole conversation of internal
struggle — keep running or stay and help? I’m a little abashed the
question even went through my mind. There was a sense of calm
with the thought that no matter the outcome, the right thing to do
was to help the lady out and to abandon my “escape plan.”
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THE HOSPITAL:

DAVID RUSSELL ’12 stands in front of his truck that was completely
burned by the Camp Fire.

Paramedics had already rescued two other patients from the
ambulance. I hopped in. “My legs don’t work,” she said. The patient
was Heather Roebuck, who had delivered via C-section an hour
earlier. A paramedic grabbed the foot of the stretcher. I glanced over
my shoulder out the windshield and saw flames from what appeared
to be the engine compartment. “Lets go!” We carried her to join the
other two patients down the side road. It was apocalyptic and dark
as night with embers swirling on the patients, debris burning on
both sides of the road, and choking smoke.
The three patients were moved down the road, where Paradise
Police Chief David Hawks was orchestrating how we were to
shelter in place: put the patients in the garage and defend the house.
I made a quick call to my wife to let her know the plan. “I love you.”

The lower part of the hospital was ablaze, and heavy fire
fighting was happening. Several staff had been turned back to
the hospital from experiences of running through fire, narrowly
escaping their cars being burned, and being saved by bulldozers
pushing burning cars off the road. Dr. Peck, an EM physician,
was directing the setup of a makeshift ER/triage, making an
organized environment to put people at ease.
Staff scavenged supplies from the intact portion of the
hospital. As there was need for items, teams of two ventured
into the smoke-filled hospital to retrieve more supplies.
Just over 40 people were gathered: evacuated retirees, ambulatory patients, and patients on gurneys. Each one was triaged and
tagged green, yellow, or red, but mostly green. Basic needs were
the most important. Everyone got a blanket. Water was passed
out. Toileting assistance was given as needed. The smoke was still
thick, choking patients and staff alike with sensitive lungs.
THE HELIPAD:

THE FIRE FIGHT:

Instructions were relayed: “Find hoses; patrol the perimeter of the
house. Look for propane tanks, and make sure they are off.” Everyone
was doing his or her part. I readied two hoses, disconnected propane
tanks, and started hosing fire on the corner of the property.
For the next two hours, we did what we could to defend the
house against the fury. Brush was cleared and fire was suppressed
with garden hoses. One paramedic even scaled the roof to clear pine
needles. The reality is that God protected. At one point propane
tanks in or near fire hissed, threatening to explode, but they did
not. At another time, I was crouched down, dodging thick black
smoke and praying for angels to shield the house from embers of a
neighboring house aflame.
While I was looking for tools in the garage, Heather (the
C-section patient) made an impression on me. While lying on the
cold concrete in a dark garage with the world burning down outside,
she said, “Thank you for pulling me out of the ambulance.” I didn’t
respond immediately. “HEY! Did you hear me?! Thank you for
pulling me out of the ambulance!” She was certain to convey her gratitude amidst the tragedy; however, I was also grateful and still am.

Had the fire advanced to the newer section, we would
have been in jeopardy. The helipad had already been burned
through and thus was a safe spot from fire. The whole operation was moved to the helipad. From there one could survey
the flaming lower part of the hospital. All we could do was keep
people comfortable and wait. Soon sheriffs arrived and gave the
go-ahead to drive out. Patients and individuals were triaged and
loaded into ambulances, sheriffs’ vehicles, and personal vehicles
to caravan out of flaming Paradise.

We’re working to
cure blindness.
About 400 million people
in the world can’t see.
AIES has worked for 35 years to train
people to serve. We’ve trained over
120 ophthalmologists that now
serve in needy areas.

YOU Can Help
Us Do More
Learn more at

AIES.vision
DONATE TODAY!

AIES
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Adventist International Eye Services
Call James L. Davidian, MD
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people were still in the fire zone. On the other side of town, hundreds
were sheltering in place and gridlocked in traffic. Additional fire
personnel were just beginning their work, rushing toward the flames.
Search and rescue teams were heading into the burn zone.
Meeting my family that evening, we hugged tight and cried, not for
loss but for being spared. I was afraid many others did not make it out.
As the ash settled, 86 people were confirmed dead from the fire. That
was one of the scariest days of my life.
Whether tending to needs in the midst of tragedy or guiding a patient
as their “world is burning down,” what a privilege it is for us to continue
the teaching and healing ministry of Jesus Christ and to make man whole.
THE FUTURE OF AHFR:

DELIVERANCE (EXITING THE FIRE ZONE):

Much equipment was abandoned on the helipad as 40+
people were happy to be leaving the area. I caught a ride with
someone else as my truck was torched in the fire. Heading southbound on Pentz Road, the devastation was terrible. A standing
home was the minority — most of them were gone. The smoke
was getting thicker, obscuring vision, and then in an instant we
broke into clear blue sky. We were delivered from the fire!
It was 2:15 p.m., and as we looked back, a huge plume of
smoke rose into the sky and was being pushed westward. Other

The community in Paradise is forever changed. The extent of
damage to the standing portion of Adventist Health Feather River
Hospital continues to be evaluated while restorative work is being
done. Long-term needs of the community will help shape the services
provided by Adventist Health in the Paradise market. Dozens, if not
hundreds, of Adventist Health employees have expressed interest in
working in Paradise as facilities are re-established. As of Dec. 20, 2018,
the largest of the Adventist Health clinics, the Rural Health Center
on the Skyway, reopened, providing primary care, dental, and pediatric
services to the community. n
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In late 2012, I became a patient myself with a near total
organ shutdown. My peers have encouraged me to publish
a book about my story of a physician becoming a patient, an
invaluable read for medical students.

DENNIS E. PARK

WHAT HAS BEEN THE MOST MEANINGFUL
EXPERIENCE IN YOUR MEDICAL CAREER?

IF YOU WERE TO HAVE WORKED IN A FIELD OUTSIDE
OF MEDICINE, WHAT WOULD IT HAVE BEEN? WHY?
I have been keenly interested in the art world and have had
the privilege of selling some of my work. I am inspired by
the artwork of Frank H. Netter, M.D. Seeing the work of
WESLEY KIME ’53-A is of great interest. My theme
would be an artistic conveyance of the messages occurring
in church hymnals.

AAFP AND TELEMEDICINE
HERMOSA, SOUTH DAKOTA

Editor's note: Dr. Kerr submitted this article prior to his passing on
March 13, 2019. (See In Memoriam page 56.)

FOR WHAT ARE YOU FAMOUS AMONG FRIENDS
AND FAMILY?
The nurses nicknamed me "the gentle giant." I have always
felt that the custodians, maintenance staff, and business
office personnel are as important as the doctors and nurses
in rendering health care.
It has been my joy to treat patients, family, and friends
gratis, especially when medical care would have been a hardship. Also, anonymous donations were made for care when
the need arose.

Telemedicine. I have participated in over 25,000 consults
in the past 13+ years. It is great to be more of an educator
without the time pressures of a clinical setting. With a
concern about the overuse of antibiotics, there is much
educating to be done (for both physicians and patients).

In a chaplaincy course taught by Charles Teel at Loma Linda
University, I learned to "walk with" the patient through his/
her illness.
During my internship the chief of the internal medicine
rotation asked us to list differential diagnoses. When we
gave him one diagnosis he said, "If you can name one, you
can list three." When we came up with three, he would say,
"Give me five more." That has been a valuable exercise over
the years.

CONCLUDING REMARKS:
WHAT IS YOUR BEST MEMORY FROM MEDICAL
SCHOOL?
My best memory is that of observing LEONARD L.
BAILEY ’69, as the chief resident in surgery, kindly and
thoughtfully defuse the exuberance of younger residents
regarding "a great case." Because of his example, I consider
patients as "ill people" rather than "great cases."
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Campus
Changes

WHAT IS THE BEST ADVICE YOU’VE EVER BEEN
GIVEN?

I have been so privileged and blessed in ministering in the
"Cathedral of the ill." I keep in mind that each patient is a
child of the King. I have had an extremely rewarding practice in Thief River Falls, Minnesota, and Jamestown, North
Dakota. I returned to Loma Linda for a preventive medicine
residency in 1988. Now, living in South Dakota, I serve
seven states practicing telemedicine. n

I

n the early 1950s, the College of
Medical Evangelists administration
made the decision to move one of the
clinic buildings located on the south side of the hill
to the corner of Taylor Street and Taylor Court. The
relocation occurred at about the time the School of
Dentistry building was being constructed on the
south side of Central (University) Avenue just east
of the University Church.
In its early relocated life, the former clinic
building housed various School of Dentistry

BY DENNIS E. PARK,
MA, ’07-HON,
CONSULTING EDITOR/
HISTORIAN

(Top) The Endodontics
office building gets
demolished for a new
generator building.
(Left) The old clinic
building is moved to a
new location.
(Right) As of March,
only the wooden
frame remains of the
Endodontics building.

DENNIS E. PARK

Glenn E. Kerr ’73-A

IF YOU COULD LEARN TO DO SOMETHING NEW OR
BETTER, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

services. Perhaps the building was best
known, in later years, as being the home of
the Loma Linda Endodontics private practice group. When the group moved off campus, the
building stood vacant as plans were made to expand
the power plant due to the Loma Linda University
Campus Transformation Project.
Having served its purpose — first on the hill
and then at the bend of Taylor Street and Taylor
Court — the old building is now being demolished to make way for a new generator building. n
Spring 2019 | 45

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

A Firsthand Account
of a Team to be
Remembered
A TRIBUTE TO TWO FOUNDING MEMBERS OF THE LOMA
LINDA UNIVERSITY OVERSEAS HEART SURGERY TEAM
BY BERNARD BRANDSTATER , MB, BS, FRCA
Editor's note: This article memorializes the passing of ELLSWORTH E. WAREHAM ’42 (Dec. 15, 2018) and JOAN
COGGIN ’53-A (Nov. 29, 2018), co-founders of the Loma Linda University Overseas Heart Surgery Team, which
brought international recognition to the SDA Church and the College of Medical Evangelists/Loma Linda University.
Time and again, the team found themselves hosted by kings, queens, the U.S. President, and other world leaders for their
humanitarian efforts.

In all the history of the earth, it could happen
only once: the Overseas Heart Surgery Team
of ELLSWORTH E. WAREHAM ’42 and JOAN
COGGIN ’53-A. They were the unique visionary
pair who saw a need, built a team, and gave
it leadership and inspiration for decades. They
were smart and tough, and at critical moments
they could be hilarious.
In 1975, while the Vietnam civil war raged on, the heart surgery
team from Loma Linda made its second surgical visit to Saigon
as guests of the Saigon Adventist Hospital, which a short time
before was a U.S. Army hospital. There were a few different faces
this second visit but a similar let’s-do-it buoyant spirit. In previous
years they had brought life-changing surgery to where it had never

46 |

been done before: Pakistan and Greece. Now it was Vietnam’s turn,
targeted especially for young people who had congenital defects.
For them, heart surgery could be life-changing.
After checking the sleeping quarters, Drs. Wareham and
Coggin got right down to business. They needed to see candidates
for surgery as well as other patients, desperately sick beyond the
resources of the hospital’s only doctor, PHILLIP PRITEL ’43,
a faithful graduate of the College of Medical Evangelists, who had
ventured out of retirement to give emergency care to sick people in
a dangerous foreign land. He took us on bed rounds, and at first
he ignored the healthy-looking young cardiac patients and showed
us the sick ones that bothered him most. They had critical systems
failure, waning strength, and no way to be tested and diagnosed.
Dr. Pritel was at the point of giving up. From bed to bed he told
us gloomy histories in a slow, mournful, beaten-down voice, with
a facial expression to match. We all felt the non-stop hopelessness.
We were hearing a message of total defeat.
Then came Dr. Wareham’s moment. He had endured the sad
recitation beyond his limits. After the sixth or seventh patient with

a prediction of defeat, Dr. Wareham interrupted. His strong voice
took charge and said, “Dr. Pritel, these patients are very sick. Let me
give you some advice….” He paused, and there was silence. What
could he say? We waited anxiously to hear. He went on, “The first
thing you must do is simple. You must smile.”
That was classic Ellsworth. When it’s dark, bring in some light.
Deal directly with the human moment. Relieve the tension. We can
only do our best. The team erupted and relaxed. Then we moved on
to the next day’s surgery.
During surgery we were left in no doubt: Saigon must soon fall.
While we operated, we could hear the artillery thundering a few
miles up the northbound highway. We were under siege! We had
to quickly finish our surgery list and get out of there fast. There
would be no return visit to Saigon under the Viet Cong. Within the
set time we did 45 surgeries, and every single patient made a quick
recovery. We rejoiced. Gratefully, we seized flight tickets to Hong
Kong and home.
During that long flight across the Pacific, some questions came
to mind. Where can the heart surgery team be useful next? How do
our chiefs identify suitable host countries? They aimed not only to
help patients but also to train the local doctors, nurses, and technicians to build a homegrown surgery team. The other factor was
cost. The team spent time and effort gathering equipment, drugs,
and supplies donated from U.S. firms at home in Loma Linda. But
who would pay the other expenses, such as the salaries of nurses
and technicians as well as their airfares? The doctors donated their
time, but these other expenses could threaten the team’s survival.
An idea arose to take the heart surgery team to an oil-wealthy
Middle-Eastern Arab country. There was a possibility of going to
Saudi Arabia, and the expenses could be covered by the country’s
local economy. It might work, but was it too exotic to handle?
There was reason to hope. Communication was exchanged with
Ed Stockman, the vice president of the Whittaker Corporation,
which had large contracts for medical services in Saudi Arabia. It
was suggested that Loma Linda could pioneer the first open heart
surgery ever done in Saudi Arabia. Discussions moved fast. Soon
there were high-level strategy meetings with Drs. Wareham and
Coggin and Dean Hinshaw on the University’s side and Stockman
and the Whittaker president on the corporation side.
After the meetings, there was a positive report. Yes, a heart surgery
team would be going to Saudi Arabia. The team must be selected
and the risks, obligations, and privileges explained thoroughly.
Drs. Wareham and Coggin had meetings to prepare the team.
This could not be a witnessing mission trip. The team could not hold
public meetings or hand out Bibles or Christian books. They must
show deep respect for Islam and should observe all the MiddleEastern courtesies, smile, and be friendly with local people. They
should welcome partnerships with Saudi or Pakistani doctors. It

could be a chance to demonstrate techniques that are new to them
and to help them do successful surgery. The team could build in the
locals a confidence in their own abilities.
There was one more key practice mandatory by Drs. Wareham
and Coggin, a team tradition that would be continued without fail.
With the patient awake on the operating table, they would take
time out while one of the senior men offered prayer, loud and clear,
before starting each operation, asking God for divine help. It was
humble and sincere, and local team helpers would be respectful,
maybe even eager.
Plans were set for an early visit to prepare the hospital. A date
was set for the heart surgery team to arrive early in Jeddah, where
there would be a clinic in nearby Taif for Drs. Wareham, Coggin,
and cardiologist ROY V. JUTZY ’52 to inspect and choose
candidates, who had been flown from all over the country. For
members of the team, visa formalities and travel plans had to be

THEY AIMED NOT ONLY TO HELP PATIENTS BUT
ALSO TO TRAIN THE LOCAL DOCTORS, NURSES,
AND TECHNICIANS TO BUILD A HOMEGROWN
SURGERY TEAM
coordinated with the Saudi authorities. Special plans were laid for
a final charter flight from Jeddah into provincial Abha airport, close
to the destination hospital at Khamis Mushayt. Equipment and
supplies had to be assembled and crated in advance in Loma Linda.
Not a thing could be left out.
Preparations and the tour itself proceeded exactly as planned.
It was a miracle. With confident smiles the team made friends
with patients and families. The entire list of planned surgeries was
completed, all with good outcomes.
In a subsequent tour the following year at the Riyadh Military
Hospital, the heart surgery team embarked on the familiar routines.
The moment came when all was ready for starting anesthesia. It was
time for prayer. But it was not Dr. Wareham’s voice calling doctors
and nurses for silence. It was the voice of senior Saudi surgeon
Dr. Mohammed al Fagih. He demanded silence from everyone.
Then he himself, in his own fluent Arabic language, enunciated a
beautiful prayer for the help and blessing of Allah.
At the end of that first surgery day with the afternoon’s patient
safely in recovery, I went to Dr. Mohammed, whom I had come to
know well. I shook his hand and thanked him for continuing the
Loma Linda practice of praying for God’s blessing on our work.
This good man squeezed my hand and said to me with obvious
sincerity, “That’s my privilege, Bernard. It took you Adventist
Christians to teach us Muslims how to pray.” n
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DR. WAREHAM WAS BORN OCT. 3, 1914, AND
DIED DEC. 15, 2018, AT THE AGE OF 104.
He was born on a small peanut farm in northeastern Texas. When
he was six years old, the family moved to central Alberta, Canada,
where they would become grain farmers. His parents were of limited
education, but his mother, who was a devout Adventist Christian,
encouraged her six children to get a good education. His three brothers
became dentists, and his two sisters received degrees in nursing.
During the Great Depression of the early 1930s, money was
very scarce. His grandmother gave him $300 for his first year at
Canadian Junior College. The remainder of his education, including
medical school, he paid for himself. Because of the lack of finances,
he was out of school for three years. There were no government
education loans and little school loan assistance in those days. His
early rather arduous life made him very frugal. In later years he
would say, “I never part with a dime without a little struggle.”
During these trying days when the future seemed so dark and
uncertain, Dr. Wareham was impressed with the promise found
in the Bible: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and
he shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6). In looking back over
his life, Dr. Wareham said, “I did not completely fulfill my part of
the bargain to acknowledge God in all my ways, but God fulfilled
His part of the promise anyway.”
In preparing for his life work, it was always clear to
Dr. Wareham what he should do. When he was 19, there came
a time when he had a powerful impression that he should study
medicine. He recalled it very vividly. There was never any doubt in
his mind that he was to be a doctor.
He graduated from the College of Medical Evangelists (CME)
in 1942, and during his internship in Seattle, Pearl Harbor
occurred on December 7, 1941. Within three weeks of passing
his physical exam for the Navy, he was in the Western Pacific as a
medical officer aboard a destroyer.
There were few well-trained surgeons in those days, and surgeons
in the Navy were no exception. The captain of Dr. Wareham’s ship
lost his life because of mismanagement following an abdominal
injury. The surgeons on the 7th Fleet hospital ship failed to diagnose
a ruptured jejunum. This experience further impressed him to get
training in surgery when he left the Navy.
Dr. Wareham's first three years of surgery training were in
Southern California, where he met a student nurse, Barbara Nell
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Nix. Upon her graduation in 1950, they married and left immediately for New York, where they lived for five years and had three
of their five children. He also finished his residency training there.
During Dr. Wareham's senior year of residency in thoracic
surgery in April 1953, Dr. Gibbon in Philadelphia performed the
first open-heart surgery using a heart-lung machine. Dr. Wareham
knew he must be involved in this new specialty. Again, it was a very
strong conviction. He extended his residency training another 18
months to study the new field of open-heart surgery. While in
training as a pediatric heart surgery resident, to get additional
experience his hospital sent him to visit centers where the new
specialty was developing — universities in Colorado, Minnesota,
and Toronto.
In July 1955, Dr. Wareham returned to join the CME School
of Medicine in the Los Angeles division and started an open-heart
surgery program. In 1964 when the School of Medicine united on
the Loma Linda campus, he moved there.
In 1963, JOAN COGGIN ’53-A and Dr. Wareham organized the Loma Linda Overseas Heart Surgery Team. Vice President
Lyndon Johnson through the U.S. State Department sponsored the
team to go to Karachi, Pakistan. In subsequent years, trips were
made to other countries where open-heart surgery was not being
done or was just starting. In two countries, Greece and Saudi Arabia,
large permanent programs were started. Sent by the Heart Surgery
Team, hundreds of Loma Linda doctors, medical students, technicians, and nurses have served overseas, and medical personnel from
these countries have come to Loma Linda for additional training. n

Joan Coggin ’53-A
DR. COGGIN WAS BORN AUG. 6, 1928, AND
DIED NOV. 29, 2018, AT AN ASSISTED CARE
UNIT AFTER A PROLONGED ILLNESS.
Not a few Loma Linda University graduates are incomparable,
as the obituaries in this issue of the JOURNAL document. But
of them all, there has never been anybody remotely like Joan
Coggin. As her medical school classmate 70 years ago when we
sat together chattering, I didn’t realize it. I was aware only that she
was, at 20 years of age, among the youngest in our freshman class,
was always in the top ten, and liked to chatter.
Since then, I have learned that there is so much more to that
little redhead. I didn’t even know her first name was Charlotte.
She went by Jo Ann back then. She turned out to be an overachiever, actually a wunderkind.
Dr. Coggin earned a bachelor’s degree from Columbia Union
College, did an internship and residency at the Los Angeles
County Hospital after medical school, did postdoctoral training in
public health, and went on to complete a fellowship in cardiology
at Los Angeles Children’s Hospital, Hammersmith Hospital in
London, and the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. She was
board certified in pediatrics, and while practicing and teaching
pediatric cardiology, she went on to become a professor at Loma
Linda University (LLU).
Dr. Coggin's administrative capacities at LLU Health included
serving as vice president for global outreach, special assistant
to the president for international affairs, and associate dean for
international programs.
With ELLSWORTH E. WAREHAM ’42 she co-founded
the LLU Overseas Heart Surgery Team, internationally known in
the 1960s for pioneering the practice and teaching of open-heart
surgery. Dr. Coggin participated as a team member on numerous
missions to Europe, Asia and Africa. For more than 50 years, the
heart team initiated or upgraded open-heart surgery programs in
several countries all over the world. The Overseas Heart Surgery
Team went on to perform more open-heart surgeries than any
similar organization.
Dr. Coggin also garnered international honorary doctorates
and professorships, memberships in sundry research and clinical
societies, and most of the honors and offices the LLUSM Alumni
Association can offer.
For all that and much more, Dr. Coggin was globally renowned,
but around campus she was even more famous for her wit and
humor at the table, banquets, anything public. While she was a

WESLEY KIME ’53-A

Ellsworth E.
Wareham ’42
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raconteur and comedienne extraordinary at galas (I saw her drop
the mic and do an impromptu little gavotte with the MC), she was
a different person on teaching rounds, very no-nonsense, to the
surprise and chagrin of residents who had guffawed at her antics
at a party the night before.
I have experienced both her warmth — symbolized by her
expansive octagonal living room where she hosted legendary
everybody-come themed Christmas parties, the merriest in town,
and our annual class reunions until our 65th three years ago —
and her not always comic wrath — symbolized by the most prominent thing in her giant living room, huge looming elephant tusks
from a personal kill on a safari in Africa.
Circa 2003 when I was asked to paint LLU faculty portraits, I
was especially delighted to do Dr. Coggin’s, for I had an indelible
mental picture of her inimitable mirthful and witty way of chatting that no photograph can capture.
Never married, Dr. Coggin is survived by innumerable fans
and admirers whose lives have been made happier and better by
her merriment and achievement — by her very life. n
– BY WESLEY KIME ’53-A
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James M. Slater ’63

ALUMNI

Remembered
WALTER F. KORCEK ’49 passed away
Sept. 10, 2018. He practiced family medicine.
EUGENE S. SHREYER ’49 was born
July 10, 1924, in Windsor,
California. He died on
June 13, 2018, in Silverton,
Oregon, a week after experiencing a stroke.
Dr. Shreyer attended Pacific Union
College before medical school. He married
Phyllis Jean Kesler, his high school sweetheart, in 1946.
During WWII, Dr. Shreyer served in
the U.S. Army Reserves with a medical
school draft deferment, enabling him
to later attend the College of Medical
Evangelists (CME).
After graduating from CME in June
1948 with a provisional medical degree, he
interned at Porter Hospital and Sanitarium
in Denver, Colorado, until July 1949. He
received his medical degree in January 1949.
Dr. Shreyer owned a private practice
in general medicine in Somerton, Arizona,
until 1951. He left Somerton to enter
a recently established anesthesiology
residency program at White Memorial
Hospital in Los Angeles. He became
one of the first residents to train under
renowned anesthesiologist FORREST E.
LEFFINGWELL '33. A year into his
residency, Dr. Shreyer was drafted into the
U.S. Army. He and his family moved to
Wurzburg, Germany, where he was
stationed at a field hospital. In 1954, they
returned to California so that he could
complete his residency.

In 1955, Dr. Shreyer established the
anesthesiology department at Mount
Diablo Hospital in Concord, California,
where he maintained an anesthesiology
practice until his retirement in 1986.
Dr. Shreyer and Phyllis took their
young family on many camping adventures
and also on trips in a Cessna 175 after
Dr. Shreyer became a private pilot. In 1977,
Phyllis, his wife of 31 years, died of cancer.
He married Joy Semmens in 1978, and
they moved to Silverton, Oregon, in 1987.
Dr. Shreyer was a supporter of Adventist
education and served the Adventist Church
as an elder for many years.
Dr. Shreyer is survived by his wife,
Joy; children, KAREN SHREYER
DAVIS '75, Donald, Cynthia Shreyer
Perrin, and their spouses; three grandchildren and their spouses; five great-grandchildren; and extended family members.
ANTOINETTE A. GOMES ’50 was
born Feb. 8, 1920, in Hilo, Hawaii. In 2002,
she moved into Brookdale Retirement
Residence after fracturing her hip. In 2006,
she moved to the Linda Valley Villa, happily
residing with friends and classmates until
her death on Jan. 8, 2019.
Dr. Gomes graduated from Pacific
Union College (PUC) Preparatory School
in 1937. She began taking secretarial
courses at PUC in 1938 but had to return
home to Alameda, California, when her
father’s health began to fail. She enrolled
in Armstrong College, earning an associate
degree in secretarial science in 1940. She
entered medical school after completing

premedical studies at PUC at her brother’s
encouragement.
Dr. Gomes interned at University of
Pennsylvania Medical Center in 1950,
followed by residencies at Dominican
Hospital in Santa Cruz (general practice),
and San Joaquin General Hospital in
Stockton, California (internal medicine).
In 1953, she was again called to care
for her father. Following his death three
months later, she worked at St. Helena
Sanitarium. In 1954, she moved with her
mother to Glendale, California, to work at
Glendale Adventist Sanitarium, resuming
her residency in internal medicine. In 1956,
she joined the staff of Los Angeles County
Hospital, where she later became head of the
hospital’s department of internal medicine.
She said she sometimes felt like a family
physician in the mission field as she cared
for patients and their families. After retiring
in 1974 due to illness, she continued charity
work, supporting a number of educational
and health-related organizations, including
clinics in Mexico.
Dr. Gomes is survived by a cousin, two
nieces, three nephews, and their children.
IRA EUGENE BAILIE ’52 was
born Sept. 17, 1923, in
Compton, California, and
died Sept. 11, 2018, at his
home.
Dr. Bailie attended
Compton schools until he was drafted into
the U.S. Army Air Corp during WWII. He
trained as a navigator/RADAR operator
for C-47 transports. He rose to the rank of
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DR. SLATER, FACR, WAS BORN JAN. 7, 1929,
AND DIED DEC. 26, 2018. HE WAS THE INSPIRATION, CREATOR, AND ORCHESTRATING
FORCE BEHIND THE PROTON TREATMENT
AND RESEARCH FACILITY AT LOMA LINDA
UNIVERSITY HEALTH (LLUH).
To those who knew him, Dr. Slater was much more than that.
He was a devoted husband, married for 70 years to the love of his life,
JoAnn. He was the loving father of five children and had 16 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren. Four members of his family
became School of Medicine alumni: his son, JERRY D. SLATER
’82, and grandchildren, JASON M. SLATER ’14, JESSICA
M.S. JUTZY ’15, and JERRY M. SLATER ’16. As his children and grandchildren often attested, he was a superb educator
and mentor, not only in classroom and clinical settings but also in
everyday life; he could find “teaching moments” at any place and time.
In his lifetime Dr. Slater had many and varied experiences,
ranging from working on logging crews as a teenager to founding
and chairing the department of radiation medicine at LLU. He
was always interested in others and made everyone feel welcome
and appreciated. Underlying it all, he had a firm belief that God’s
wisdom is available to anyone for the asking.
As a physician and as a person, Dr. Slater’s salient quality
was compassion. Helping others in distress came naturally to
him. Cancer patients’ distress, from the disease and from the side
effects of radiotherapy that he witnessed while a resident in the
1960s, motivated his greatest accomplishments: precision radiotherapy planning and hospital-based proton therapy. The first
occurred in the early and mid-1970s when Dr. Slater worked to
incorporate digital patient data into a treatment planning system.
This development improved planning, benefitting all forms of
radiotherapy and ultimately making feasible treatment methods

sergeant and participated in troop carrier
sorties following D-Day.
Upon returning home, Dr. Bailie worked
in the oil fields while attending La Sierra
College until he entered medical school,
graduating at the top of his class.
He and his wife, Clara, traveled to
Paraguay, to build and staff a mission
hospital. While in Paraguay, he trained in

that could exploit the precision of these plans.
Dr. Slater knew that proton and other heavy-charged-particle
beams, controllable in three dimensions, permitted conforming
radiation to target volumes and sparing more of the normal tissue.
Beginning in the mid-1980s, he led development of the world’s
first proton-beam center dedicated to treating patients. It, like the
treatment-planning system, brought international recognition to
Dr. Slater and LLU. More importantly, as far as Dr. Slater was
concerned, it brought effective treatment, fewer side effects, and
improved quality of life to thousands.
Acclaim never changed Dr. Slater. He was a truly humble
man, who was genuinely uncomfortable with being praised yet
was generous in giving praise. He took great joy in the accomplishments of others. As a physician, his overarching concern was
for his patients, epitomized by something he often said: “Treat
patients as if they were your mother and father.”
Dr. Slater did great things for so many because he cared so
much. He was willing to try to solve problems and was willing
to try what had not been tried before. His achievements recall
George Bernard Shaw’s line: “You see things; and you say, 'Why?'
But I dream things that never were; and I say, ‘Why not?’” n

OB-GYN and surgery and oversaw the
building of a second hospital.
Dr. Bailie and his family relocated to
Turlock, California, where he became a
partner of Turlock Medical Clinic as a
general surgeon; both of his sons joined
him in practice.
After Clara died in 1992, he traveled
extensively in Russia to provide health

lectures. In 1993, he married Rita Farrar
Norton. The couple moved to Nepal, where
he served as Scheer Memorial Hospital’s
medical director.
Upon returning to Turlock, Dr. Bailie
served as first assistant surgeon at Emmanuel
Medical Center until the age of 88.
Dr. Bailie is survived by his wife, Rita;
his children, Cheryl Mathews (Kenneth),
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Karen Franke (Cy), Daryl Bailie, MD,
(Michelle), and KARLEN BAILIE ’85
(Teri); 10 grandchildren; six great-grandchildren; and 12 additional children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren through
his marriage with Rita.
BYRON H. ELLER ’52 died Oct. 29,
2018, at the age of 96.
Born Dec. 24, 1921, in
Merced, California, he
grew up a farmer’s son in
Simi Valley, California.
He graduated from Glendale Academy in
1940 and then entered La Sierra College.
At the age of 21, he was trained as a medic
in the U.S. Navy and then served in the
1st Marine Raider Battalion in the South
Pacific Theater of WWII. On the island
of New Georgia, he earned a Silver Star
for gallantry under intense enemy fire by
rescuing the wounded.
He was accepted into the College of
Medical Evangelists (CME) in 1947 and
graduated in the class of 1952. Shortly
after, he and his wife, Dorothy, served as
medical missionaries in Bangkok, Thailand,
for almost five years. In 1957, he was invited
by BERNARD BRIGGS ’40 to enter
the newly formed anesthesia residency at
the CME, becoming one of its first graduates. He practiced anesthesia in the Inland
Empire for 25 years. He retired in Oroville,
California, and later moved to Loma Linda.
He was married to Dorothy June Lashier
Eller for 44 years.
He is survived by two daughters,
three sons, 12 grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren.
CHESTER W. CRAWFORD ’53-A,
longtime practicing physician in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, passed away
Jan. 6, 2018, in Highlands
Ranch, Colorado. He was
born May 9, 1927, in Oconto, Wisconsin.
On Aug. 22, 1948, Dr. Crawford married
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Marion Gmack in Green Bay. After receiving
his medical degree, he completed an internship at Madison General Hospital. He then
served as a medical officer in the U.S. Air
Force (1954-1956). After his discharge,
he began a family practice in Green
Bay, and in 1975, he and WESLEY E.
MCNEAL ’60 founded Family Practice
Associates of Green Bay. In 1986, he and
his son Bill established Wellness Associates
of Green Bay. Dr. Crawford was a member
of the active staff of Bellin, St. Mary's, and
St. Vincent Hospitals. He was a diplomat of
the American Board of Family Practice and
charter fellow of the American Academy of
Family Physicians. Prior to his retirement
in 2004, he was honored by the Wisconsin
State Medical Society for 50 years of service.
In 2007, Dr. Crawford and Marion
moved to Denver, Colorado, to be near
family. He was preceded in death by his wife
on Aug. 15, 2014.
He is survived by his children, Bill (Luann),
Karen Murrill (Roger), and Mary ( Julie); two
grandchildren; and a brother, Kenneth.
NORMAN L. HENDERSON ’56
died Jan. 19, 2019. He was
born Aug. 19, 1930, in
Seattle, Washington. He
attended Walla Walla
Academy and Walla Walla
College before receiving his medical degree.
Dr. Henderson married Barbara Lyndell
Jones in 1956. He served two years in the
U.S. Air Force at Vandenberg Air Force
Base in California and was one of the few
OB-trained physicians at the Air Force
Base at that time.
After his military service, Dr. Henderson
and his family moved to Lawrenceburg,
Tennessee, following an extensive road trip
visiting rural areas of the southern states.
Dr. Henderson was instrumental in
developing Lawrenceburg Sanitarium and
Hospital into Scott Memorial Hospital
(SMH). He served as chief of staff of SMH
and president of the Tennessee Academy

of Family Practice and was on the board of
primary care for the state of Tennessee. He
was a charter member and past president of
the Business and Professional Foundation
of the Kentucky/Tennessee Conference
and was an active member of Lawrenceburg
Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Dr. Henderson possessed a beautiful tenor voice and enjoyed performing
in church and for the community. The
Henderson children chose careers in health
care, two of them graduating from the Loma
Linda University School of Dentistry.
During his retirement he worked
with the Lawrence County Public School
System, presenting smoking cessation
programs and the “Tar Wars” program,
for which he was recognized by the state
of Tennessee. He also co-hosted a weekly
radio ministry program with local pastors.
Dr. Henderson is survived by his wife,
Barbara; five children, Cindy Kildgore
(Charles), Linda Terrill (Keith), Teri Bailie
(Karlen), Mark (Cindy), and Scott (Leslie);
two brothers; 14 grandchildren; and six
great-grandchildren.
JERALD C. NELSON ’57 was born
Aug. 12, 1930, and passed away Sept. 7,
2018. He was an endocrinologist.
WALTER L. HUNT ’58 died April 5,
2018. He specialized in otolaryngology.
JAMES A. MEYER ’58 died peacefully
at home surrounded by
family in Redlands on
Dec. 20, 2018, after the
steady progression of idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis.
He was born in Worcester, Massachusetts,
on April 5, 1932. Dr. Meyer was a curious
and industrious child, who amused himself
by taking apart mechanical and electronic
devices to see how they worked.
While attending Atlantic Union College
(AUC) in South Lancaster, Massachusetts,
he supported himself by working for a

printing press. After he graduated from
AUC in 1954, he entered medical school.
During medical school he worked at the
Globe Ticket Company, where he printed
the first tickets for a new amusement park,
Disneyland. After his junior year, he joined
the U.S. Army, and in 1957 he married
Marjorie I. Rudisaile. He continued medical
school while in the U.S. Army.
Following graduation, he was sent to
Walter Reed Army Institute of Research in
Washington, D.C., specializing in anesthesiology. While there, he participated in multiple
projects, including the design of a field operable heart lung machine. He also developed
international hospital safety standards as a
representative to the International Standards
Organization in Geneva, Switzerland.
His U.S. Army service included time at
military hospitals in Korea (1962-1963), Fort
Ord, California (1968-1970), and Letterman
Army Medical Center on the Presidio of San
Francisco (1970-1978), where he led a residency program in anesthesia. He achieved
the rank of colonel and was featured in U.S.
Army recruitment advertising before retiring
from the Army in 1978.
He then moved to Redlands, working
at Jerry L. Pettis Memorial Hospital and
establishing an anesthesia residency program
in cooperation with Loma Linda University.
In addition to his practice and teaching, he
worked to improve national operating room
safety standards with contributions to the
National Electrical Code and membership
in the National Fire Prevention Association.
In 1995, he retired from the Veteran’s
Administration and spent his time enjoying
travel, volunteer work, church activities,
woodworking, gadgetry, and workshop
projects. He was a licensed amateur
radio operator and a member of the Lost
Dutchman Mining Association.
Dr. Meyer is survived by his wife,
Marjorie; his children, James, Jeffrey, and
Mary Ann Carter; his sister, Elizabeth
Benson; eight grandchildren; 10 greatgrandchildren; a niece; and a grand-nephew.

MARSHALL C. HOLLINGSEAD
’59 died July 20, 2018. He practiced family
medicine.
PIETER VANDENHOVEN ’59 was
born in The Hague,
Holland, on Sept. 9, 1931,
and died Jan. 14, 2018, at
St. Helena Hospital,
surrounded by family.
Dr. VandenHoven grew up in Holland
during World War II. The Hunger Winter
was severe with a blockade of food causing
over 20,000 people to die of starvation.
When his older brother, who was in the
underground, relayed word to the family
that food was plentiful in northern Holland,
13-year-old Pieter led his older sister on a
harrowing trip by truck and foot to the north.
In 1951, the VandenHoven family moved
from Holland to Australia. He worked as a
government translator in the immigrant
camps. In 1952, after obtaining sponsorship
from Walla Walla College, he traveled to the
United States on a student visa, arriving at
the college with $25 and the clothes in his
suitcase. He worked 80 hours a week on the
college farm to earn enough money to begin
classes in the fall. While at Walla Walla
College, he met and married Sarah Thiebaud.
After earning his medical degree,
Dr. VandenHoven practiced general medicine for six years in Farmington, New Mexico.
He then completed an internal medicine
residency at the University of Colorado
Medical School, followed by a fellowship in
cardiovascular diseases. Returning to Loma
Linda, he trained in coronary angiography.
In 1976, he accepted an invitation to join the
heart team at St. Helena Hospital. Though
retirement was not what he wanted, health
issues made it mandatory, and his last day of
practice was Dec. 31, 2000.
Dr. VandenHoven enjoyed traveling
with his family, especially taking them to
his beloved homeland. He also enjoyed
staying active in church ministry, reading,
and playing tennis.

Dr. VandenHoven is survived by his
wife, Sarah; four children, Tom (Lori),
Sharon Beall (Tim), MICHELE D.
DAVIS ’92 (Mark), and Peter (Heather);
and his grandchildren.
MARVIN E. MONTGOMERY ’60
was born Feb. 27, 1927, in
Little Rock, Arkansas, and
died July 29, 2018.
Dr. Montgomery grew
up desiring to follow his
father's footsteps in ministry. He obtained
a bachelor's degree in religion from Union
College, Nebraska, in 1949. After several
years of pastoral service, he entered medical
school. Upon graduating, he pursued a life
of medical ministry, from which he retired
in 1993. He spent 27 years as Waterford's
physician, making house calls and home care
visits. He obtained his pilot's license in 1968
and enjoyed the camaraderie of other pilots
and the sense of freedom that flying provided.
Dr. Montgomery also enjoyed backpacking
trips to California’s highest peaks; his favorite
destination was Cloud's Rest in Yosemite.
His love of travel led him through Europe,
Asia, Africa, and every state in America. He is
remembered for his sense of humor, patience,
and his generosity with his time and talents.
Dr. Montgomery is survived by his wife,
Lois; his children, Shelly and Gregg (Natalie);
five grandchildren; and a sister, Ann Perry.
SAMUEL KETTING ’60 was born
Dec. 18, 1927, and died May 24, 2018. He
practiced general surgery.
WALTER C. THOMPSON ’61,
formerly of New London, Connecticut, died
Sept. 21, 2018, in Fitchburg, Massachusetts.
He was born Aug. 10, 1934, and raised on
a farm in Mukwa, Wisconsin. He married
Avonne Romaine Nottelson in Wittenberg.
Dr. Thompson graduated from Andrews
University in 1957 before completing medical
school. He did his internship at Hinsdale
Sanitarium and Hospital (1961-1962) and
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a residency in general surgery at Loma Linda
University. He received his board certification from the American Board of Surgery
in 1972 and Emergency Medicine in 1975.
Dr. Thompson traveled to numerous countries doing mission work in general and
surgical health and lecturing on preventive
health. He was dedicated to international
mission work and health education. He was
well published in numerous medical books.
His other interests included gardening,
stained glass work, carpentry, Bible studies,
and radio and television ministry.
Dr. Thompson was preceded in death
by his parents and a daughter, Cynthia.
He is survived by his wife, Avonne; his
son, Gregory; four grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; and five siblings. He
is further survived by nieces, nephews, and
many extended family members.
RUSSELL E. HOXIE ’61 was born
May 12, 1935, in Jaroso,
Colorado, and died on
Nov. 3, 2018, in Carmel,
California. He was the son
of HAROLD J. HOXIE
’33, a professor of internal medicine, who
taught at Los Angeles County Hospital and
White Memorial Medical Center
(WMMC). His father would have a
profound influence on his life.
Dr. Hoxie completed premedical studies
at La Sierra College in 1957. After graduating
from medical school, he completed a rotating
internship at Los Angeles County Hospital.
In 1966, he completed a residency in anesthesiology at WMMC
under the tutelage of FORREST E.
LEFFINGWELL ’33. Then he was
drafted into the U.S. Army, where he served
as chief of anesthesiology at the U.S. Army
Hospital in Munich, Germany, until 1969,
earning the rank of major.
In 1969, he began private practice at
Glendale Adventist Medical Center, and
in 1972 he became a diplomate of the
American Board of Anesthesiology.
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Dr. Hoxie enjoyed spending time with
family, pursuing photography, snow skiing,
and serving the Vallejo Drive, Glendale
City, and Monterey Peninsula Seventh-day
Adventist churches.
After retiring from his work at the
Glendale Adventist Medical Center in 2000,
he and his wife moved to Carmel, California.
Dr. Hoxie is survived by his wife, Ann;
his sons, RUSSELL E. HOXIE, JR. ’88,
John, and Brent; and five grandchildren.
WELDON D. SCHUMACHER ’62
was born in Tacoma,
Washington, on Jan. 4,
1936, and passed away
Dec. 13, 2018, in Lodi,
California.
After completing graduate work,
Dr. Schumacher practiced in Glendale,
California, until 1966, at which time he
was drafted into the U.S. Army. He was
deployed to Vietnam, where, as a captain,
he was responsible for acute care of casualties off of the battlefields, for which he was
awarded the U.S. Army Commendation
Medal and Bronze Star. He was honorably
discharged in 1968 and moved with his
wife, Joanne, to Lodi, where he established a
family medicine practice.
Dr. Schumacher was active in the local
medical organizations. He served as a member
and chair of the board of directors and chief
of staff of Lodi Community Hospital.
Dr. Schumacher and his wife were
members of the English Oaks Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Lodi, where he served
in a variety of capacities, including the church
board and chair of the fundraising committee.
Over the years, he was an active member
of the Lodi community, including memberships and service to the Community Concert
Association, Lodi Executive Club, and the
Chamber of Commerce. He was a founding
director and served as vice chairman for
Bank of Lodi and First Financial Bancorp.
Dr. Schumacher was also an ardent
supporter of the Alumni Association. He

was the first alumnus to become a five-star
diamond perpetual member and challenged
his fellow alumni to become perpetual
members or upgrade their memberships.
Dr. Schumacher was preceded in death by
his wife, Joanne. He is survived by his daughter,
Cindy Lou Laughlin, and two grandchildren.
RUSSELL L. HOENES ’63, passed
away Oct. 27, 2018. He
was attended by family and
under hospice care. He was
born in Niagara Falls, New
York, on Sept. 11, 1937.
Dr. Hoenes attended Emmanuel
Missionary College (EMC), where he
majored in biology, graduating in 1959 with
highest honors. An athlete, he played on
various varsity teams. It was at EMC that
he met his wife, Sally Jo Milhollin. They
married in 1959, and she worked as a secretary while he attended medical school.
After he completed his medical
degree, Dr. Hoenes began an internship
at Washington Adventist Hospital and
Sanitarium in Takoma Park, Maryland.
Before the internship ended, he was drafted
into the U.S. Army, and their son, Greg, was
adopted. The family moved to Fort Sam
Houston for officers training and then to
his permanent post at Fort Douglas, Utah.
He was honorably discharged in 1966.
Dr. Hoenes went on to complete a residency in cardiopulmonary diseases at Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. It was there
that Kari was adopted into their family.
After his residency, the family moved to
Illinois, where he completed an internship
at Hinsdale Hospital and Sanitarium.
In 1970, Dr. Hoenes and his family
moved to California, and Dr. Hoenes joined
Sonora Medical Group, which was affiliated
with Sonora Community Hospital. In the
early 1980s, he established his own practice
with DANNY M. ANDERSON ’75.
Dr. Hoenes and his family lived in a
sprawling ranch house on 18 acres, where
they resided for 48 years. In 1976, their

daughter, Marcella, completed the family,
having first been a foster child.
In his spare time, Dr. Hoenes enjoyed
snow skiing, water-skiing, backpacking,
and camping with his family. He retired in
2010 and was active at Sonora Seventh-day
Adventist Church, serving as an elder and
contributor to boards and committees.
Dr. Hoenes is survived by his wife, Sally,
three children, six grandchildren, and a
step-grandson.
CHARLES N. KENDALL ’63 passed
away at his home in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee,
on Jan. 7, 2019. He was
born in Madison on
May 24, 1937.
Dr. Kendall graduated from Madison
College Academy and studied premed
at Madison College (1954-1957). He
attended George Peabody College for
Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee, before
entering medical school. He completed an
internship at Porter Memorial Hospital
in Denver, Colorado, and a radiology residency at George Washington University
Hospital, Washington, D.C.
Lt. Commander Kendall joined the U.S.
Navy on Jan. 3, 1967, at Naval Air Station
Pensacola. He entered both Flight and
Flight Surgeon Schools. During his service
he earned the National Defense Service
Medal and the Vietnam Service Medal.
After being honorably discharged in 1969,
he served in the U.S. Naval Reserve for an
additional five years.
Dr. Kendall then began his private
medical practice in California. Licensed to
practice in six states and Washington, D.C.,
he worked in various locations, including
Weed Army Hospital, Ft. Irwin, California;
South Pittsburg Municipal Hospital,
South Pittsburg, Tennessee; Wildwood
Sanitarium, Wildwood, Georgia; Smyrna
Medical Center, Smyrna, Tennessee;
and Alvin C. York Medical Center,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.

Dr. Kendall was a lifelong member of the
Adventist Church. He was also a member
of the American Board of Radiology, the
American Board of Nuclear Medicine, the
VFW, and the Aircraft Owners and Pilots
Association.
Dr. Kendall was preceded in death by
his parents, Esther C. and CYRUS E.
KENDALL ’35; brothers, ROBERT ’67
and DOUGLAS ’65; and his son, Glenn.
He is survived by his wife, Claudia; son,
Charles (Graciela Avila) Kendall, Jr.; two
stepsons, Glenn M. Elrod and Paul B. Elrod
Hixson; five grandchildren; and numerous
nieces and nephews.

In 1959, Dr. Lang married Catherine
Brown, and they had three children. After
their divorce in 1973, he later met Veloris
Brown Hallberg, whom he married in 1982.
He had a passion for snow skiing, golfing,
horseback riding, and traveling.
Dr. Lang is survived by his wife of 36
years, Veloris; his children, Steve, Greg,
and Cari Offenhauser; his stepdaughters,
Kristen Leatherberry and Karin Jenkins;
his grandchildren and step-grandchildren;
and his siblings, Marilyn McArthur, Bonnie
Daniel, and Roger. He was preceded in
death by two of his siblings, Fran Gifford
and Ronald Lang.

DARRELL W. LANG ’64 was born
Aug. 1, 1931, and died
Feb. 8, 2019, at his home
in Huntington Beach,
California, after a long
battle with Alzheimer's
disease.
In his early years, Dr. Lang worked on
the family farm in Cleveland, North Dakota.
He later worked as an elementary school
teacher and truck driver before attending
Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska, for
his undergraduate degree. He then joined
the U.S. Army and spent time working as a
medic in Germany during the Korean War.
He later earned his medical degree and
enjoyed 35 years of practicing medicine,
30 of the years as a urologist with the
Glen-White Urological Group at Glendale
Adventist Medical Center, White Memorial
Hospital, and Verdugo Hills Hospital.
During his career, he spent several years
working as the chief of staff at Glendale
Adventist Medical Center.
Dr. Lang also spent time in the early
years of his career volunteering on the ship
HOPE, providing free medical services for
the needy in South America. He enjoyed
making rounds at the hospital to visit his
patients as they recovered from the surgeries
he had performed. He found a great deal of
fulfillment in his work.

CHARLES A. RUSSELL ’66 was born
May 30, 1931, and died
Dec. 24, 2018. Marjorie,
his wife of 66 years, was by
his side.
By the age of five,
Dr. Russell was determined to become
a doctor. After attending Maplewood
Academy, his plans for medicine were
temporarily side-lined when he met
Marjorie Holm at Union College in
Lincoln, Nebraska. They married in 1952,
and after seven years of supporting his
wife and sons as a caterpillar operator,
Dr. Russell resumed premedical studies at
Union College.
After earning his medical degree, he
completed an internship at Porter Memorial
Hospital, followed by general surgery
and neurosurgery training and an orthopedic residency at Loma Linda University
Health. He then joined Metcalf Orthopedic
Medical Group in West Covina, California,
practicing for 24 years and completing a
foot and ankle fellowship with F. William
Wagner, MD, in 1985.
Before retiring in 1994, Dr. Russell
worked as an Agreed Medical Examiner.
His love for medicine drew him back to
work for seven years, covering call and
then going back into clinic and surgery
at Cuyuna Regional Medical Center in
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Crosby, Minnesota. In 2006, his second
retirement stuck. Dr. Russell was a lifelong poet and master woodcarver. He was
passionate about collecting and polishing
rocks and garnered many ribbons for his
watercolor paintings.
Dr. Russell is survived by his wife,
Marjorie; two sons, CHARLES A.
RUSSELL ’78-A and DONALD E.
RUSSELL ’85; a granddaughter; and a
great-granddaughter. He is also survived by
his brother, three sisters, and great-nephew,
DAVID RUSSELL ’12.
GEORGE HSZIEH ’68 was born on
July 18, 1941, in Penang,
Malaysia, and died on
March 10, 2018, in
Riverside, California, with
his family at his side.
Dr. Hszieh's Seventh-day Adventist
roots date back to a generation before.
His mother, Judith Djang, studied nursing
under Harry Willis Miller in Shanghai,
graduating in 1936.
After graduating from Penang Free
School, Dr. Hszieh boarded a cargo ship
to the U.S., where he attended Walla Walla
College from 1960 to 1964. He went on to
Loma Linda University to earn his medical
degree. During medical school, he met the
love of his life, Lena Tsao, and married her
in 1968.
Upon completing his internship at
White Memorial Hospital, he did a
radiology residency at Queen of Angels
Hospital. After some time in private practices located in Los Angeles and Santa Rosa,
Northern California, Dr. Hszieh joined
Riverside Kaiser Foundation Hospital in
1989. He quickly became a valued member
of the radiology department and stayed for
23 years, officially retiring in 2012.
For those who knew Dr. Hszieh at
Riverside Kaiser, they will remember him
as a compassionate consummate professional, well-regarded by his peers for his
thorough readings and exacting standards.
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He immensely enjoyed the genuine camaraderie and friendship with his colleagues and
co-workers.
Dr. Hszieh's distinctive passions were
choir directing and church planting and
growth. He will long be remembered by the
congregations in Los Angeles Chinese SDA
Church, San Gabriel Valley Fellowship,
Hacienda Heights Fellowship, and Loma
Linda Chinese SDA Church.
He is survived by his wife, Lena; his
sons, Kevin and Gary; daughters-in-law,
Belinda and Angela; and grandchildren,
Joshua, Nicole, Evelyn, and Madeline.
GLENN E. KERR ’73-A was born on
Jan. 21, 1944, to Lewis and
Marie (Phillips) Kerr in
Bowman, North Dakota,
and died March 13, 2019.
Dr. Kerr received his
elementary education in Bowman and then
graduated from Sheyenne River Academy
in Harvey, North Dakota. He attended
Union College in Lincoln, Nebraska, graduating in 1968. This was followed by two
years at the University of North Dakota
School of Medicine and three years at the
Loma Linda University School of Medicine.
Following his internship, Dr. Kerr
joined DUANE J. DAVIDSON '57 and
LEO HERBER '56 for about two years in
an established practice in Thief River Falls,
Minnesota. In 1976, he and J. TIMOTHY
BLACKWELDER '73-A opened a practice in Jamestown, North Dakota. There
Dr. Kerr remained for 12 years.
In 1988, he needed a change and
returned to Loma Linda for a preventive
medicine residency. He continued to live
in the area and served the Beaver Medical
Group in Redlands until he retired to
Hermosa, South Dakota, in 2009. From
that time until his death, he worked in the
field of telemedicine.
Dr. Kerr’s interests outside of medicine
include his beloved grandchildren, Bible
study, fine art, gardening, and camping/

canoe trips with his sons and their friends.
Mission trips and health lectures in China,
Mexico, and Russia were intensely exciting
to him.
Dr. Kerr was preceded in death by his
brother, Ervin. He is survived by his wife
of 53 years, Sandy; his sons, Kimber and
Kevin (Tamara); grandchildren, Haley and
Harley; siblings, Ralph (Vonnie), Harry
(Gloria), George (Melodee), and Ethel
Buhler (Rick); and nieces and nephews.
THOMAS J. DEWIND ’90 died peacefully Sept. 8, 2018, at his
home surrounded by
family. He was born
Nov. 8, 1960, in Zeeland,
Michigan, the third of
eight children.
Dr. DeWind attended Andrews
University. He earned a bachelor's degree
and PhD in biochemistry before earning his
medical degree at Loma Linda University.
Dr. DeWind married Sally Hammond
on July 11, 1982, and they had two daughters. The couple resided in Redlands while
Dr. DeWind pursued his graduate studies
and completed a residency in radiology.
After his residency, the family moved
to Apple Valley, California, where
Dr. DeWind worked at Victor Valley
Community Hospital. In 2005, they moved
to St. Joseph, Michigan, where he became a
partner in Radiology Associates of Berrien
County. He served as the group’s president
for a number of years.
With God as his first priority,
Dr. DeWind was an active member of
Stevensville Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Dr. DeWind is survived by his parents;
his wife, Sally; his daughters, Janna Quetz
(Atniel) and Katie; seven sisters; and
extended family members.
DEDRICK BRIAN KON ’04 was born
Oct. 27, 1977, and died Oct. 21, 2018. He
practiced general surgery. He was the son of
DAVID V. KON ’65. n
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The Ray Ryckman Professional Chair supporting Microbiology Research and Education

Microbiology and its macro
application to medicine
Microbiology may be the study of very small
microorganisms, however it is a very big component
in all areas of study and practice at Loma Linda
University Health. The study of bacteria, protozoa,
parasites, viruses, and fungi help doctors discover
diseases and innovative treatments. Dr. Ryckman’s
research of Chagas disease, which plagues millions
of South Americans—many of whom live in poverty,
led to important discoveries that aid in the preventing
and treating of this parasitic-born disease. An
endowed chair honoring Dr. Ryckman will reflect his
passion for teaching by inspiring faculty and students
to pursue innovation in the field of Microbiology.

Honoring the life and career of
Dr. Ray Ryckman
We’ve already raised nearly
$1 million toward our initial goal
of $1.5 million. This endowed
chair will be dedicated to
recruiting and developing
quality faculty, thereby
enhancing the education of
students in our Microbiology
program. The endowment will
also seed faculty
research in this area of study.

Dr. Ryckman helped start the School of
Tropical and Preventive Medicine in 1950. He was
always extremely proud of that time. When the
building was raised in February 1969, he salvaged the
sign that hung over the door and placed it as a hello
over the main entrance to the Ryckman home in
Loma Linda, California. Dr. Ryckman also authored or
co-authored a publication legacy of 120 publications,
an impressive output for a time before computers and
internet submissions. His papers are a rich library of
information about every aspect of Triatomine and
mammalian hosts of T. cruzi.
Professor Ryckman continued his work, providing in
his retirement consultation, advice, and even an
occasional guided field trip for scientists and public
health workers from the Americas, who still today
appreciate the importance of his contributions.

An invitation to a promising partnership
Join us in making the endowment a reality. Your
generosity will help support the legacy of
Dr. Ryckman’s contributions; helping large
underserved populations prevent and treat
parasitic disease.
There are many ways to structure your gift:
contributing real estate, transferring funds from a
mature retirement account, or putting this project in
your will or trust, for example. Some options even
provide a lifelong income.
The Philanthropy team is ready to help you explore
giving methods tailored to your wishes and your
family’s circumstances.

For more information, contact:
Tiffanie Haynal, Office of Philanthropy, thanynal@llu.edu, 909-558-3564
1175 Mountain View Plaza, Suite A, Loma Linda, California 92354

Thank you for making a generous gift honoring the legacy of
Dr. Ray Ryckman, and supporting research and education in Microbiology
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Though the campus
may change,
you will always be family.

We would not be where we are today without the hard work and dedication of each one of
you, evident by the impact you have made in the world. As we prepare for the next phase of
fulfilling our Mission to Continue the Healing Ministry of Jesus Christ, we are reaching out to
partner with you as a member of our family. In preparation for the completion of our new
hospital in 2020, our commitment is to grow our clinical faculty, meeting the needs of the
Inland Empire, Southern California, and the world. If you have an interest in returning home,
or know anyone who would like to join the team, we would love to hear from you. You can
visit our website at www.socaldocs.com or contact me anytime.
Mike Unterseher, CMSR
Director of Physician Recruitment
909-558-5912
munterseher@llu.edu

